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Issues, issues, issues 

The BNP victory in the Sevenoaks by-election 
should be a timely reminder of the gravity of the 
threat we are facing. While the BNP worked the 
ward hard it does follow a number of other 
council by-elections around the country in the 
past few months in which the party has polled 
well. With just three months until the European 
election there is no time to lose for us to get 
organised. 

However, we must focus on issues to defeat the 
BNP. With the economy declining fast, bland 
moralising against the BNP, particularly from 
the political parties, is no longer enough. 
We need to show why they don’t have the answer 
for people’s problems; we need to expose their 
hardline views in a way that connects with 
people’s everyday lives and we need to show that 
once in office BNP councillors continually fail 
the voters. 


A growing movement 

The HOPE not hate campaign is rising to the 
challenge. The statistics for the past five weeks 
are startling. Our email supporter network has 
grown by 57%, our website is receiving 324% 


more visits, we have received donations from 
more people than in the past four years put 
together and the number of local anti-BNP 
groups has almost doubled. 

We thank everyone for helping to spread the 
HOPE not hate message. But there is still much 
more work to do. If we are to stop the BNP in 
June, we need to build our networks two, three 
and four times over. The vast majority of people 
are totally opposed to the BNP’s message of hate 
but we need to organise them into action. 
Please do whatever you can to help us achieve 
our goals. 


Legendary anti-fascists 

It is with great sadness that we report on the 
death of Bob Doyle. Bob was a legend and a 
hero. He was not only part of the generation that 
risked everything in opposing fascism before and 
during the war but he remained committed to 
anti-fascism and the fight for social justice well 
after it as well. 

This issue also reports on the 43 Group 
reunion, probably the last that will take place. 
Just as Bob and the International Brigades 
battled fascism before the war, the 43 Group 
took on the struggle immediately afterwards. 

When times, get tough, as they do from time 
to time, let us spare a thought for people like 
Bob and 43 Group. They are our history and 
our inspiration. ~= 
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Protesters at 
Staythorpe power 
station vent their 
anger at the failure 
to employ non- 
British workers 


nationalism asa result 
of the economic crisis 


www BEAR! 


ast month The Economist 

warned that the world recession 

was leading to a new wave of 

economic nationalism. It claimed 
that countries were rejecting global 
solutions and free trade, and turning 
inwards, trying to protect their own 
financial systems, markets and jobs. 
The USA had initially inserted a 
“Buy America” clause into its stimulus 
package, the French and_ British 
governments were trying to force banks 
to lend to the home markets, which in 
turn would result in the repatriation of 
cash, and the Chinese were accused 
of manipulating their currency for their 
own economic interests. 

The article warned that the mistakes 
of the 1930s could potentially be made 
again. “Economic nationalism — the 
urge to keep jobs and capital at home - 
is both turning the economic crisis 
into a political one and threatening 
the world with depression,” the 
magazine noted. 

“If it is not buried again forthwith, 
the consequences will be dire.” 
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But political nationalism is already 
emerging as a consequence of our 
economic downturn. Thousands of 
people, backed by the majority of the 
public and large swathes of the national 
press, backed construction workers in 
the power industry who protested 
against foreign labour. 

The dispute flared up in response 
to the use of foreign labour on 
construction projects at oil refineries 
and power stations. What began at 
Lindsay Oil Refinery soon spread to 
almost 20 other plants where similar 
issues had emerged. 

The unions were quick to distance 
themselves from a nationalist approach. 
“We are not against Italian or Spanish 
workers working over here but we just 
want a level playing field,” said Dave 
Smeeton, a Unite branch secretary at 
Staythorpe power station. “We actually 
want to work alongside them, just as we 
work in Spain and Italy. But we are not 
being given the chance.” 

Dave was one of 50 people who 
had gathered outside the power station 
last month in protest at the use of 
exclusively foreign labour on a new 
power station being built. 

For Dave and others at the protest 
this is a problem that has been brewing 
for some time. They say European 
workers have been here for a while, 
often on worse pay and conditions, 
but this changed over time as they 
interacted with unionised British 
workers. They say that the decision to 
refuse to employ any British workers 
can only be because hiring from abroad 
is cheaper (i.e. they are cutting corners 
on pay and conditions) and/or so they 
cant interact with British workers who 
might be able to unionise them. 

With many workers using Gordon 
Brown's slogan of British jobs for 
British workers against him, the 
BNP saw an opportunity. It quickly 
produced downloadable leaflets, a 
Wildcats website and short online 
videos explaining how this was the 
consequence of membership of the EU, 


ings politics right 


mass immigration and a Labour 
government that no longer cared about 
the white working class. 

There was little sign however that the 
BNP made any impact amongst the 
protesters. At Lindsay Oil Refinery 
BNP members from Wakefield tried to 
leaflet the pickets but were quickly 
told they were not welcome. There was 
a similar hostile reaction to the BNP 
at Staythorpe. 

While the BNP appears to have made 
little headway in winning support from 
union activists it is bound to be more 
successful among the wider population. 
Recent council by-elections have shown 
a surge in support for the BNP, helped 
in no small part by a daily diet of 
incendiary headlines from the Daily 
Mail, Daily Express and Daily Star. 

The BNP won a council by-election 
in Swanley well ahead of the other 
candidates and it is now predicting 
successes in the European election. 


European unrest 

Britain is not alone in experiencing 
unrest. In France, more than one million 
people marched for jobs and wages, 
while 350,000 marched in Dublin. 
Riot police were used in Greece to quell 
protests by farmers demanding more 
assistance, and in Bulgaria windows 
were smashed and shops attacked after 
demonstrations calling for economic 
and social reform. Latvian farmers 
blocked roads in the capital and laid 
siege to the Agricultural Ministry, while 
in Lithuania 80 people were arrested 
and 20 injured after protesters pelted 
the parliament building in anger over 
spending cuts. In Russia there have 
been demonstrations in almost every 
city against the government’s handling 
of the economic crisis. 

And the situation is only likely to 
get worse as the recession deepens and 
economic insecurity grows. This will 
play out differently in each country 
but nationalism is likely to be a 
major winner. 

Britain has escaped the rise in the far 


right that has been experienced by many 
other western European countries over 
the past decade, but this could well 
change this summer. The BNP poses a 
serious threat in three regions in the 
European election and a more moderate 
threat in a further three. The nationalist 
tone under which the elections will be 
contested, again fuelled by Eurosceptic 
media, will benefit the BNP. 

In countries such as France the 
leftwing parties will attract a substantial 
proportion of the disgruntled working- 
class vote, but in Britain, without such 
an option, the BNP could benefit by 
positioning itself to the left of Labour 
on some issues and to the right of the 
Conservatives on others. 

“The BNP has been steadily growing 
over the last few years during a period of 
benign economic conditions,” Jon 
Cruddas MP noted recently. “Now the 
economy is going into recession we are 
really going to face some problems.” 

The question is how we respond to 
these threats. Part of the answer will be 
to challenge the nationalist responses to 
the recession, particularly exploding the 
myth of the British jobs for British 
workers approach. The slogan might be 
a catchy sound bite but it is no political 
solution. Over 300 of the largest 800 
companies in the UK are foreign owned 
and hundreds of thousands of other UK 
jobs are reliant on foreign contracts. 

If the BNP and the rightwing media 
support a British jobs for British workers 
approach then they must logically 
support a US jobs for US workers line, 
even if that means companies such as 
Rolls Royce and British Aerospace lose 
contracts to US firms. 

It is also vital that we stand up for the 
rights of migrant workers and prevent 
one group being pitted against another. 
What is needed is to improve workers’ 
rights and conditions throughout 
Europe, including full rights for 
temporary and agency workers and 
paying the right rate for the job in the 
country where the work is undertaken. 
By doing this we can reduce the 


exploitation of vulnerable migrant 
workers, reduce the likelihood of 
unscrupulous employers using foreign 
workers to undercut their UK 
counterparts and so hopefully reduce 
the friction between groups of workers. 

We must also stand in defence of 
immigration, particularly at a time 
when immigrants are under such attack. 
Just as we should remember the 
contribution foreign-born workers have 
made to the UK economy we should 
also think about the 5.5 million Britons 
who work and live abroad. 

Can you imagine the nationalist 
outrage from the BNP and rightwing 
press if hundreds of thousands of 
British migrant workers working across 
Europe or in the Middle East were 
ordered out? 

It is this sort of hypocrisy that needs 
to be exposed. 

The BNP also needs to be taken on 
politically, not just morally. Over recent 
weeks Searchlight has been approached 
by representatives of all three major 
political parties wanting to know our 
assessment of the BNP threat and how 
they can get involved in the campaign 
against them. Our answer to them all 
has been simple. Bland and empty 
rhetoric about BNP extremism is at best 
ineffectual and at worst counter- 
productive. A political party needs to 
say more than don’t vote BNP because 
they racist — it needs to offer a political 
reason why people should vote for it 
rather than the BNP. 

Simply moralising, particularly at a 
time of such economic problems, will be 
seen as political bankruptcy. 

Over the next year we are likely to see 
growing social unrest. Unless the 
political parties, the trade unions and 
anti-fascists develop a more combative 
approach to dealing with the BNP - 
based on issues — then we are going to 
face a really difficult time. The Economist 
warned of a return to the failed 


protectionist remedies of the 1930s. 
We should equally be very wary of a 
retreat into political nationalism. ~< 
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European far right reacts slowly 


The British National Party seeks actively to exploit 
the recession to make political gains. In contrast, 
the far right elsewhere in Europe has mostly been 


SWEDEN Mikael Ekman writes 


The biggest far-right organisation, the Sweden Democrats (SD), 


slow to react and been less interventionist than has so far shown little interest in using the financial crisis as a 

e Y campaign issue other than warning that growing unemployment 
the BNP, as these reports from Searchlight : can only be met by restricting immigration. It has preferred to use 
correspondents indicate. its economic’knowledge” to depict itself as a serious party. In two 


press releases the party's financial spokesman, Jonny Skallin, has 
outlined the various stages of the credit crunch — which are well 
FRANCE Jean-Yves Camus reports known — that have led to the present position. 

Further to the right, leading representatives of the BNP’s 
increasingly marginalised friends, the National Democrats, have 
expressed concern for the future of the Swedish car industry. 

In doing so they have performed a political somersault. In the 
2006 election the ND demanded that taxes be cut to 15%, but is 
now calling for the nationalisation of the Swedish car companies 
Saab and Volvo. 

The most radical line comes from the hardcore nazis. In some 
articles they have tried to pinch the left’s clothing, pointing out 
that the workers are the big losers and that globalisation, 
capitalism and venture capitalism are the main causes. So far the 
Swedish white power groups have not referred to the crisis in 
{/) their propaganda. 


In the 2007 presidential election, Jean-Marie Le Pen, leader of the National 
Front (FN), received only a quarter of the vote he received in 2002. It was 
mainly professional and middle-class voters who deserted him, attracted 
by Nicolas Sarkozy's populism and free market economics. Le Pen retained 
most of the blue-collar vote he received in 2002, and although the FN’s 
support is still low, it is higher than the national average in those areas of 
France that are suffering most from the crisis, such as the Nord Pas de 
Calais region. 

The level of activity of the radical extreme-right — /dentitaires and nazis — 
is also much higher than average in Nord Pas de Calais. Most activists 
involved in criminal acts belong to the marginalised segment of the working 
class that treats both Jews and Muslims as scapegoats for all its misfortunes. 

The rather smarter FN knows that it can also gain votes among small 
shareholders who have lost money in the financial crisis. In September and 
October, Le Pen held several press conferences on the financial crisis and 
globalisation. The fact that President Sarkozy is so linked to “big 
business” interests could radicalise part of the middle class, 
although he is trying to show that he has the will to confront 
the banks and multinational corporations by, for example, 
asking executives of state-subsidised banks not to draw 
bonuses this year. 

For the time being, the crisis benefits the radical left. 
The far right might succeeded in grabbing part of the 
protest vote in the European election in June, 
although because of lack of money the FN campaign 
will be low key. 
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GERMANY Michael Klein writes 


The postwar German far right has always argued that social and return of the “strong state” and a move away from globalisation, a term 
political crisis will help it gain support and broaden its political it uses as a synonym for economic and cultural domination by the USA. 
influence. One reason it gives for its electoral successes in Saxony Antisemitism is around, inevitably. The nazi Altermedia website 
and Mecklenburg-Vorpommern is the difficult economic started a discussion about whether Josef Ackermann, the chairman 
circumstances that large parts of east Germany have suffered for of Deutsche Bank, is “a Jew’, thereby slapping the anti-Jewish 
some time, which offer few prospects beyond unemployment. stereotype onto one of the most controversial German financial 

Udo Voigt, the German National Democratic Party (NPD) leader, executives. And the monthly fascist magazine Nation Europa has 
blames the political and economic “elite” for the crisis described warnings of far-right Jew-baiting as an attempt to 
and criticises the state for intervening too quickly to censor political comment. 
rescue big industry. In his monthly commentary in the The far right has organised grassroots campaigning, such as 
party's official paper Deutsche Stimme, he revived old leafleting at factory gates, only in a few areas so far, for example 
nazi concepts of nationalist economy and the at Siemens plants in Bavaria. The main reason for the limited 
Volksgemeinschaft (race community). activity is the internal war in the NPD, but there will be 

The view broadly shared by the far right is that the considerable opportunity for the far right to exploit mass 
crisis results from the delimitation of the : uncertainty and fear with social demagogy and racist |, 
nation and the destruction of national agitation in the many elections to be held this year. 
protection mechanisms. It celebrates 
some state intervention as the 


NPD leader Udo Voigt 
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RUSSIA Ulyana Bobrova reports 


Since beginning of the economic crisis in increasing number of criminal offences 
Russia, both the usual far-right suspects and being committed by unemployed migrants. 

groups aligned to the ruling United Russia The far-right and organisations aligned to 
party have stepped up activity against the Kremlin, such as Young Guard, are being 


migrant workers. aided and abetted by the Russian Interior 
The Russian Way (RO) movement is Ministry. Mihail Suhodolsky, the deputy 
demanding that businesses that employ Interior Minister, told a conference on 
_4 foreign workers should give them noticeand _ national security in January that the crisis 
pay for their repatriation. It adds that meant that the state had to be prepared for 
_| employers should be forced to inform the an increasing number of “marginal elements 
Nick Griffin cultivates his European ¢ ~ | immigration authorities about workers given —_ without the means to secure their existence’. 
Swedish far-right National Democr notice so that their departure from Russia This view has been echoed by Vadim 


can be ensured. RO justifies these demands Savichev, the head of the State Property 
__| by pointing to the huge building projects in Protection Department, who claims that 

’) Russia's biggest cities on which construction immigrants on the building sites of Moscow 
, ory] has been halted and to media reports of an and St Petersburg are “potential offenders’. 


LITHUANA 


AUSTRIA Heribert Schiedel comments 


The Freedom Party and the Alliance for Austria's Future have said little 
about the economic crisis officially, aside from a ritual call to halt 
immigration, the familiar racist answer used to split the working class. 
At the same time, Freedom Party politicians such as Andreas Molzer, a 
friend of Nick Griffin, the BNP leader, are using the crisis to spread their 
own toxic brand of anti-capitalism, which is only antisemitism dressed 
up. According to them, “US East Coast robber barons” (nazi code for 
Jews) have precipitated the crisis because of their greed. 


Andreas Molzer 
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CZECHOSLOVAKIA ie, 
HUNGARY Janosz Malterik reports 
)| Racism, antisemitism, homophobia and anti- 
/ | Gypsy prejudice have escalated to such an extent in 
dea yp A | bUNGARV j © _| recent years that many fear pogroms could now \ 
ee Sy ienay | | break out. Recession can only make this dramatic \ 
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situation worse. 
The so-called democratic right and the extreme 
right are united in blaming the crisis on the Socialist 
oo government. When Hungary was given a €6.5 billion | 
Flemish Interest (VB) has said less than strident opposition to immigrants and loan by the European Union in January, the right-wing | 
might have been expected about the asylum-seekers. conservative Fidesz party complained that “not only 
crisis. At present, it seems to be In its statements, the VB has only , the Holy Hungarian Crown but even the Hungarian 
struggling to survive its own deep commented briefly on the international and | *~..) parliament buildings could be mortgaged”. 
crisis in which it has foundered for Belgian banking crises, which it claims are | Another voice of the right, the economist Laszlé 
over a year. The far-right party has lost ~—_ proof that Belgian federal structures “do not |...) Bogar, said in a television interview on 16 January that 
its dominant position in the “anti- work" In French-speaking Belgium, the ’ ~ | because the crisis was “war by other means and a 
politics” spectrum of society and has National Front has tried to profit by issuing | conscious genocide of the Magyar nation” conducted by | 
seen its support collapse and drift to statements complaining about “the ] the “traitors” in the Hungarian government. .. “there 
the new right-wing populists of the inadmissible behaviour” of the banks in L could be no democratic and constitutional way out’. 
Lijst Dedecker. The VB’s next electoral Belgium and abroad. This is laughable as the | This nonsense was echoed by the far right’s house 
campaign will focus more than ever FN itself is bankrupt and being prosecuted for |» | lawyer Dr Laszld Grespik at an extremist Light of Jesus 
before on the party’s core policies: financial fraud. In fact, it owes the state €1 Christ Foundation demonstration in Budapest on 2 
independence for a Flemish state and million in unpaid social security taxes. February, where he called for execution of “the traitors’ 


BELGIUM Wim Haelsterman writes 
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UNITY IS STRENGTH 


a union guide to fighting racism 
and fascism in the workplace 


Trade Union Friends of Searchlight has produced atoolkittohelp unions UNITY Is STRENGTH 
| @ union guide to fighting 


combat attempts by the BNP to exploit the recession and growing | "agama faxciem 


in the workplace 


economic insecurity. Comprising a 28-page magazine and 12-minute 
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facts about the BNP. Aone 8 STENT 

Trade unions are the best messengers to convey issues to i “Shee daiow 
their members. This toolkit provides unions with the | Oo wrs TOOLKIT 
weapons to deliver the anti-BNP message. \ ee 


Each toolkit costs £10, including p&p. Please indicate number required 


Cheques for all goods made payable to Searchlight PO Box 1576, Ilford, IG5 ONG 
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Unions begin to mobilise for HOPE 


By Nick Lowles 


THE TRADE UNIONS have a vital role to 
play in the European election 
campaign. Between them they organise 
almost seven million members, double 
that if you include other adults in 
members’ households. Given the low 
turnout expected in June the unions’ 
role could be decisive if they can 
increase the turnout of their members. 

And it is precisely because of this 
potential that Searchlight has been 
encouraging unions to target their 
members like never before. 

Last month Searchlight brought to 
Britain two trade unionists who were 
influential in turning out the union 
vote in the key swing state of 
Pennsylvania. Liz McElroy from the 
AFL-CIO, equivalent to our TUC, and 
Lindsay Patterson from the United 
Steelworkers of America travelled 
the country explaining how they 
boosted turnout in the US presidential 
election by employing a member-to- 
member approach. 

The basic premise of their approach 
was that unions were the most 
trusted messengers of information to 
their members — far more so than the 
political parties - and that nothing was 
more important than union members 
talking to union members. 

They spoke at a community activist 
conference in Birmingham, to a regional 
Unison meeting in Manchester, a 
TUC meeting in Leeds, a GMB branch 
in Barking and Dagenham and a 
community-orientated trades council 
meeting in Hackney. 


Their visit added weight to 
Searchlight’s case that the unions’ best 
asset was their members, but if they 
really wanted to exploit this then they 
had to find new ways to communicate 
with them. 

Unison has taken the lead by 
adopting a  member-to-member 
strategy in the North West. Speakers 
are addressing all 140 branch AGMs in 
the region and training has begun for 
branch activists and full-time staff. 

“People are being given the tools to 
speak to their fellow workers,’ says 
Jason Hunter, who is co-ordinating the 
Unison campaign in the North West. 
“We are also focusing on issues and 
how a BNP victory would affect our 
members.” 

Hundreds of Unison members iri 
the region have already signed up to 
the HOPE not hate campaign. “These 
will be the people who we use to 
spread the message closer to the 
election,’ he adds. 

Unison has also linked up with 
Searchlight to work with Blue State 
Digital, the first union to do so in 
Britain. In a pilot project being carried 
out in the North West and West 
Midlands, an email campaign will 
increase the activist base and 
encourage them to canvass their fellow 
members. “It’s a simple system,’ says 
Dan Thain from BSD. “After registering 
as HnH supporters, Unison members 
will just have to type in their union 
number in a special website and up will 
come the names and phone numbers 


of ten fellow Unison members. 
An online script will guide the activist 
through a series of questions.’ 

Other unions are also rising to the 
challenge. The GMB, Unite, TSSA and 
ASLEF are emailing all their members 
to encourage support for the HOPE not 
hate campaign and the GMB is also 
sending out sign-up cards to all 18,000 
branch officers and activists. 

Paul Kenny, General Secretary of the 
GMB, told his activists:“There has never 
been a more important time to stand 
against racism and fascism. | would 
urge everyone to sign up to HOPE not 
hate and get involved in the 
campaign.” 

His words were echoed by Unison’s 
General Secretary Dave Prentis, who 
sent a message to all his union’s staff 
urging them to back the campaign. 

The FBU and Thompsons Solicitors 
have sponsored 4,000 copies of 
the Trade Union Friends of Searchlight 
union toolkit and the TSSA_ is 
sponsoring Transport Tuesday on 
2 June, when we will be targeting 
transport interchanges in a final eve of 
poll push. 

Our election campaign will formally 
kick off on 27 April with a Philosophy 
Football night at Congress House, 
home of the TUC. Three hundred trade 
unionists and anti-fascists will enjoy an 
evening of music, poetry, films and 
short speeches, which will hopefully 
fire them up ahead of the campaign. 

The union movement is beginning 
to mobilise. ~ 


BNP MEPs will not serve full term 


The BNP imposes a bizarre requirement on its potential MEPs and forgives Mark 
“stupid boy” Collett for a monumental blunder. Sonia Gable analyses what went on at 
the BNP’s latest Advisory Council meeting 


A BRITISH NATIONAL Party 
Member of the European Parliament 
would have to stand down after four 
years of the five-year term and hand the 
seat to the second person on the BNP 
candidates’ list, the BNP has. said. 
The requirement, revealed at a meeting 
of the party's Advisory Council on 
25 January as its candidate selection 
process was getting under way, shows 
that the BNP does not take the role of 
an MEP seriously. 

It is unclear whether Nick Griffin, the 
party leader, would also have to comply 
with this rule in the event of his election 
in the North West, where he heads the 
BNP candidates’ list. 

MEPs play an important role in the 
European legislative process, and 
thereby in the creation of national 
legislation in the 27 member states 
of the European Union. They have 
an important say on European 
Commission directives and regulations, 
international treaties and legislation on 
many issues, such as the free movement 
of workers, the internal market and 
consumer protection. 

The European Parliament also 
shares equal responsibility with the 
Council of Ministers for the EU 
budget and exercises supervision over 
the Commission and management of 
EU policies. 

BNP members elected to a local 
council commonly take months if not 
years to understand their function. 
Learning the ropes in Strasbourg 
and Brussels would be far harder. 
The party’s insistence that its MEPs 
should stand down just at the point they 
have a chance of actually doing 
something is bizarre. 

The idea that this allows the second 
person on the list “to gain experience” 
before the next European election is 
nonsense. Would the originally elected 
MEP then not stand again or does the 
BNP realistically think it will get two 
MEPs elected in any region in five 
years’ time? 


The truth is that the BNP has no 
interest in taking part in EU 
government. All it really wants is the 


salary and expenses that come with an == 


MEP’s job and the opportunity to 
further its alliances with extreme-right 
parties in other EU states. MEPs will 
have to give 10% of their salary to their 
party region and “submit their expense 
claims for full Party audit” - 
presumably to make sure they claim 
enough for the party’s benefit. 

The Advisory Council, which 
meets only every three or four 
months, also decided to 
appoint an “inner cabinet” 
to oversee the election 
campaign. Its members are 
most of the party’s main 
national officers together with 
“Midas Consultant” Jim Dowson, 
the man responsible for the party’s 
fundraising over the past year and 
providing management training for 
party officers in sunny Valencia. 

Dowson'’s contribution to the election 
campaign seems to consist largely of 
copying Searchlight’; HOPE not hate 
campaign, though not very well. 
Several recent BNP campaign 
initiatives, such as sending out regular 
campaign emails and encouraging 
supporters to sign up as activists, are 
poorly executed copies of HOPE not 
hate tactics. 

But it would be wrong to 
underestimate Dowson. His fundraising 
campaign has brought in more money 
than the BNP has ever enjoyed and it 
expects to have a turnover of £1 million 
this year, according to the AC minutes. 

Another member of the “inner 
cabinet” is Mark Collett, the head of 
publicity. Collett should have received a 
severe dressing down for wasting a large 
chunk of Dowson’s money when he 


printed 700,000 “Euro warm up - 


leaflets” without an official imprint, 
which meant they could not be 
distributed. But “golden boy” Collett 
can do no wrong in the eyes of the 


party leadership. 

He apologised and offered 

his resignation, which naturally was 

refused. “You stupid boy!” as Captain 
Mainwaring might have said. 

BNP units were offered new leaflets 
with the imprint or a 33% discount 
on the illegal one plus free “overlay 
stickers” containing the imprint. 
BNP groups around the country are 
no doubt busy organising “sticker 
parties”, probably in pubs, at which 
activists will take time out from 
campaigning and peel off thousands 
of small stickers to place on the leaflets. 
Voters will be able to spot the 
leaflets done later in the evening by the 
wonky stickers and beer stains. 

Although the party leadership acted 
quickly when the imprint’s absence was 
spotted and told units not to distribute 
the leaflets, some may have got out. 
York BNP held a day of action in 
Ryedale in January and distributed an 
anti-EU leaflet, which it reproduced on 
its blog. Strangely the part of the leaflet 
where the imprint should be was cut 
away, making it impossible to see 
whether it was there or not. ~= 


Excalibur, unloved, 
shunted back to Kemp 


THE MINUTES of the BNP Advisory Council do not record any 
discussion, which is rather a pity because it would have been 
interesting to know the reaction to the announcement that the 
party’s merchandising operation, Excalibur, “will now be run 
privately by Arthur Kemp under an annually renewable licence 
from the Party”. 

In January 2008 the BNP announced proudly that Excalibur 
had moved into a“brand new ground-floor warehouse” with a 
“vast array of new equipment” The expansion was the first fruit 
of Jim Dowson’s huge “Building to Grow” fundraising drive. 

By November the party had been evicted after Searchlight, in 
conjunction with Lancaster Unity and Wales Friends of 
Searchlight, had tracked it down to the Evans Business Centre 
on Deeside Industrial Estate, North Wales. 

The BNP tried, or rather lied, its best to put a positive spin on 
the setback, declaring on 26 November: “the BNP is happy to 
announce that both the merchandising arm, Excalibur, and the 
dispatch/logistics department have moved to bigger and better 
premises in Yorkshire”. Adrian Marsden, the BNP’s Yorkshire 
organiser, who sent his apologies to the AC meeting, was to run 
Excalibur and the dispatch and logistics functions went to 
“other team members”. 

The return of Excalibur to Kemp, who ran it on and off in 2008, 
will represent “a saving to the Party in terms of storage costs 
and postage’, according to the AC minutes. We can only assume 
that Excalibur’s range of tatty cringe-making and overpriced 
goods went straight from the Deeside warehouse to a garden 
shed or garage at Kemp's nearby home, from where he 
dispatches its racist golliwogs, Replica Victoria Crosses, 
condemned by the Ministry of Defence as an insult to British 
troops’ heroism, Enoch Powell t-shirts and copies of his own 
dismal books, now for the benefit of himself instead of the 
party. Where the expensive machinery went is anyone's guess. 


Leadership turns opaque 


THE BNP seems to be retreating from its promise 
to be “open and transparent”, a commitment that 
Nick Griffin, the party leader, made after the leak of 
the minutes of the July Advisory Council meeting. 
In September the party published detailed minutes 
and three “departmental reports” presented to that 
month's meeting. In January, the published minutes 
contained just the bare bones. 

One notable omission from the January report is 
the latest membership figure and any information 
about renewal rate. Last July it emerged that few 
members renew after the first year, a problem 
confirmed in September. The BNP leadership must 
have found that embarrassing and decided that 
silence was golden. 

The BNP leadership has also been boasting about 
increases in membership. The real figures might have 
contradicted the claims. The truth should emerge in 
the party’s annual accounts, but the figures there are 
several months old by the time they are published. 

The AC meeting was also told that “local BNP 
blogs must change their names and operate instead as 
a local community website” without the BNP logo. 
The reason is to protect the party from “any 
potentially costly legal challenges”. Normal political 
parties do not seem to have this problem with local 
websites and one wonders whether the real issue is 
the leadership being unable to stomach the prospect 
of differing views appearing under the BNP name. 

The party issued the same command last year, but 
it was largely ignored. This time party units are 
taking it more seriously and several local BNP blogs 
have been migrated to “community” sites. 

Epping Forest BNP, for example, transferred its 
blog to a new Epping Forest residents’ site, which 
claimed to exist in support of the BNP town and 
district councillors. The abandoned Epping Forest 
BNP blog was quickly taken over by a local anti- 
BNP campaigner. 

Bedfordshire BNP was clearly somewhat peeved at 
the order. The site announced in bland tones the 
removal of the BNP logo and link to the BNP 
website, as well as the closure of the local 
BNP Facebook page, then stated: “Two links have 
been added. One to the National Front and the other 
to the British Peoples Party.” Both far-right groups 
are implacably opposed to the BNP, and the BPP at 
least is openly nazi. This sort of reaction is presumably 
not quite what the BNP leadership intended. 

But Rossendale BNP does not seem to have got 
the message. The group has just launched its new 
website complete with BNP name and logo. 

The AC also heard of the need “to deal effectively 
with the hostility directed at the Party”. And officers 
and staff were urged “to deal promptly with email 
and telephone requests for information’, a rather 
basic need. 

Finally, the BNP will now have “a properly 
constructed budget” for 2009 and “monthly accounts 
will be compiled against budget”. Presumably the last 
party treasurer John Walker, who resigned last June 
after four years in post, was incapable of performing 
such basic and essential accounting tasks. 
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Bishop Williamson row turns 
spotlight on Pope’s far-right links 


The Vatican’s decision to welcome a Holocaust-denying bishop 
back into the Catholic church was not an isolated instance of Pope 
Benedict XVI adopting a far-right reactionary position. Gerry Gable 
examines Benedict's record in the nearly four years of his papacy. 


ope Benedict’s decree at the 

end of January lifted the ex- 

communication of Bishop 

Richard Williamson and three 
other breakaway bishops excom- 
municated by John Paul II in 1988. 
The bishops had been ordained without 
Vatican permission by the renegade 
French archbishop Marcel Lefebvre, 
who rejected the reforms of the Second 
Vatican Council. 

Bishop Williamson, who has said that 
the Vatican is controlled by Satan and 
that the Jews are bent on world 
domination, reiterated in a broadcast on 
Swedish television in January that the 
historical evidence was “hugely against 
six million having been deliberately 
gassed in gas chambers as a deliberate 
policy of Adolf Hitler. I believe there 
were no gas chambers.” He added that 
no more than 300,000 Jews died in Nazi 
concentration camps. 

Williamson and the three other 
bishops were leading lights in the ultra- 
conservative Society of St Pius X 
(SSPX), founded by Lefebvre. SSPX’s 
conservative traditionalist followers 
include several fascists and antisemites. 

Williamson is not the only member 
of the SSPX to question the Holocaust. 
Father Floriano Abrahamowicz told the 
Tribuna di Treviso in Italy last month: 
“I know the gas chambers existed — at 
least for disinfecting — but not whether 
they caused deaths or not.” 

A week after readmitting the four 
bishops, the 81-year-old Pope sparked 
turmoil among Austrian Catholics when 
he appointed an auxiliary bishop in Linz 
who had said Hurricane Katrina in 2005 
was retribution for the activities of 
abortionists, prostitutes and homosexuals 
in New Orleans. Gerhard Maria Wagner 
was forced to withdraw from the 
position after senior deans in Linz passed 
a declaration of no confidence in him. 

A recent report in the Italian weekly 


Panorama, headed “The Vatican, the 
Shoah, and the neo-crusaders to 
the right of the Pope”, listed about 20 
different rightwing and far-right groups 
around the Vatican. They include 
Catholic traditionalists, followers of 
Lefebvre, creationists, negationists, 
believers in the “Judaic-Masonic Plot” 
and anti-Islam crusaders. One is Militia 
Christi, which put its name to huge 
antisemitic graffiti that have appeared 
in Rome the past few months in Rome. 

These groups include individuals who 
stand out for their strong ties to the 
traditionalist and Lefebvrian world. 
Among them is Roberto Fiore, MEP, 
leader of Forza Nuova, who every 
Sunday attends a church that celebrates 
Mass according to the Tridentine rite. 

The Latin language rite was replaced 
by the Second Vatican Council, which 
sat from 1962 to 1965, but Pope 
Benedict relaxed the restrictions in 
2007. The papal decree damaged the 
Vatican's relations with the Jewish 
community as the mass includes a Good 
Friday prayer for the conversion of Jews 
that asks God to end “the blindness of 
that people”. 

Later in 2007 Benedict caused further 
controversy with the beatification of 
498 people, mostly priests, who died 
fighting for Franco in the Spanish Civil 
War, describing them as martyrs of 
religious persecution. Priests who sided 
with the elected Republican 
government and murdered by Franco's 
fascists were ignored. 

Fiore is a one-time business partner 
and political mentor of Nick Griffin, 
now the leader of the British National 
Party. One of Griffin's right-hand men 
in his days as leader of the Political 


Soldier wing of the National Front was: 


Derek Holland, a fanatical supporter of 
the SSPX. Holland and the SSPX were 
part of a sinister network that sheltered 
James Kopp while he was on the 


————————— 


run after murdering Barnett Slepian, 
a Jewish doctor who worked at an 
abortion clinic in New York, in 1998. 

It brought to mind how the Vatican 
helped ship hundreds of Nazi war 
criminals out of Italy in the two or 
three years after 1945. In November 
2008 Pope Benedict announced he 
wanted to beatify the wartime Pope 
Pius XII, who failed to speak out 
against the Holocaust. 

When Benedict became Pope it was 
revealed he had joined the Hitler Youth 
in Bavaria 1941. However this had been 
compulsory for all 14-year-olds in 
Germany at the time and he had not 
been an enthusiastic member. But since 
his election as Pope in 2005 he has 
surrounded himself with extreme 
rightwing, racist and antisemitic 
advisers and opposed much of 
the progress in the church since the 
Second World War. 

Although he has tried to improve 
the Church’s relationships with 
other religions, he upset the 
Muslim world in 2006 when in a 
controversial papal speech, he 
quoted a 14th century Byzantine 
emperor who said the Prophet 
Muhammad had brought 
the world only “evil and 
inhuman’ things. 

Pope Benedict said 
he had not been 
aware of Bishop 
Williamson’s 
denial of the 
Holocaust. While 
it is true that he 
had already signed 
the decree lifting the 
excommunication before 
Williamson's interview on 
Swedish television was 


Bishop Williamson relaxes at 
David Irving's party 


broadcast, Williamson's views on Jews, 
the Holocaust and the veracity of the 
fraudulent book The Protocols of the 
Elders of Zion were fairly common 
knowledge among rightwing Catholics 
and elsewhere. 

The antisemitic views of the SSPX 
are well known, and last year 
Williamson attended a garden party at 
the home near Windsor of the 
convicted criminal and Hitler fan 
David Irving, one of the world’s leading 
Holocaust deniers. While the Pope 
himself might not have been aware of 
these things, his advisers are at fault for 
not informing him. 

The Vatican has now ordered 
Williamson to recant but his response 
has been to prevaricate. He said 
he would review the evidence and if he 
finds evidence of the Holocaust he will 
change his views, but it would take time. 
It appears that he does not intended to 
visit Auschwitz to see the site first hand 
but will read a book by Jean-Claude 
Pressac, another Holocaust denier, who 
altered his views after visiting the camp. 
No doubt he will also get plenty of 
advice from people such as Irving and 
Robert Faurisson, the prominent 
French Holocaust denier. 

Dragging things out is a common 
ploy among fascists, in the hope that the 
dust will settle and they can get on with 
their agenda. 

Meanwhile the SSPX has sacked the 
British bishop from his position as head 
of an Argentinean seminary, a post he 
had held for five years, in a move to 
quell some of the anger at the Vatican, 
and the Argentinian government has 
given him notice to leave the country. 

If Williamson returns to Britain he 
will be able to maintain his SSPX 
activity by attending the Church of 
Saints Joseph and Padam in Holloway, 
north London. He would be following 
a long line of extremists who have 
visited the church, including 

Holland and, two years ago, 
a bunch of Polish fascist 
supporters of the National 

Rebirth of Poland party, trying 
to organise in the Polish 
migrant community. 

Pope Benedict has publicly 
proclaimed his warmth 
towards Jews and will visit 

Israel in May. He will need 
to do a lot to repair relations 
with Jewish organisations. 

As Malcolm Hoenlein, a US 
Jewish community leader, said 
last month: “It’s in our interest to 
have good relations with the 
Vatican, but not at any price”. ~< 
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HOPE 


defeats 
hate 


Nick Lowles reports on 
how community and 
unions pressure forced 
the BNP intoa 
humiliating retreat 

in Liverpool. 


THE BRITISH National Party has 
cancelled plans to hold a public rally in 
Liverpool in mid-March after a public 
outcry. There was particular anger from 
Everton football fans after police 
rescheduled their home match with 
Stoke City to make way for the BNP 
event. 

The BNP had applied to hold a mass 
leafleting session in Church Street, a 
pedestrianised shopping area, followed 
by an indoor rally in St George’s Hall. 

This was an earlier incursion into the 
city centre last November, in protest at 
the arrest of 13 BNP members for 
distributing the party's Racism Cuts 
Both Ways pamphlet. A week after the 
arrests 140 BNP supporters gathered on 
the steps of St George’s Hall. 


The BNP had planned to go back to 
go back on 14 March as part of its 
European election campaign. 

When news of the BNP plans leaked 
out local politicians, community leaders 
and trade unions began mobilising. 
The HOPE not hate campaign immed- 
iately launched an online petition to 
“stop the rally of hate”. One thousand 
people signed within 90 minutes and 
5,000 in the first three days. 

Louise Ellman, the local MP, and a 
number of community leaders were due to 
hand the petition to the Chief Constable 
of Merseyside Police on 27 February. 

Meanwhile, plans were being drawn 
up by anti-fascists to occupy the area 
where the BNP had hoped to gather. 

However, as names were being 
collected, Everton FC announced that 
it was moving its home match against 
Stoke City, scheduled for the day of the 
BNP event, to the following day. 
The decision to postpone the game was 
made on the orders of the police who 
were worried that elements of the Stoke 
City hooligan gang were planning to 
join the BNP activity. They initially 
asked the BNP to arrange their event 
for another day but when the fascists 
refused the police were left with no 
choice but to move the Everton game. 

Everton supporters groups reacted 
with anger at the news. Ian McDonald, 
from Everton Independent Blues, said: 
“Why, at such short notice, have we been 
shifted out for the BNP? Goodison Park 
is full of people of every race, creed and 
colour — all with a love of Everton. 

“That is the type of situation the 
BNP will be protesting about. 

“I know 100 Blues from the Isle of 
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Man who have had to cancel their trip 
because the match has been moved, 
and there’ll be hundreds more across the 
country in the same situation.” 

“Tt is an insult not only to Everton 
fans but also to us. It is a ridiculous 
thing to do.” 

The Liverpool Echo was equally 
outraged. 

‘It’s simply unfair,” ran the paper's 
editorial. 

“Everton’s game has been set in the 
fixture list since last summer. Plans have 
been made. 

“The BNP announced _ their 
intentions in January. They are the 
latecomers to this particular and 
potentially unpleasant party. 

“Surely Liverpool’s police and civic 
leaders should have told the leafleters 
straight: Another day ... or, better still, 
another city.” 

The political parties also appeared 
united in opposition to the BNP plans. 
As Searchlight went to press there were 
plans to bring a cross-party resolution 
to the next council meeting deploring 
the BNP message of hate and proposing 
a week of HOPE in the near future. 

“If the BNP try to bring their 
message of hate to this city, we shall 
respond with HOPE,” one councillor 
told Searchlight. “They'll regret their 
decision to come to this city.” 

The BNP has been forced into a 
humiliating climbdown and in the process 
has alienated itself from many people 
across Merseyside. The cancellation was 
also a victory for the anti-fascists, unions 
and community leaders who lobbied, 
publicly and privately, to get the BNP 
event stopped. ~<a 


Manchester 


Delivering HOPE in 
the community 


The HOPE not hate campaign is 
organising key Days of Action across 
the country in May to maximise the 
anti-BNP vote in the European 
elections. 


Here we set out the first set of 
activities. Specific details of meeting 
points and times will be published 
nearer to the time and over the next 
few months we hope to add to these so 
most areas of the country are covered. 


(North) 
Manchester 
16thM 
(South) i { a 
10th May Billie} 
17th May 


A] 

Blackpool 
16 May 
Salford 
23 May 
Wigan 

16th May 

Liverpool 

16th May 

Ellesmere Port 

25 May 

St Helens 
17 May 


Smethwick 
9th May 


To register an activity 


Derby 
16th May 
Coventry 
23rd May 


c_¥ 


Nuneaton 
2 May 


in your area please email 


Cathy at cathy @stopthebnp.org.uk 


London 


Hackney pilots 
community organising 


By Nick Lowles 


HACKNEY TUC in conjunction with the HOPE not 
hate campaign is piloting a new community 
organising project that hopefully will help turn 
out the vote in the June elections and revitalise 
interest and participation in local politics. 

Hackney TUC is taking on two people to work 
part-time until the election. They will raise 
awareness in the local community but also seek 
to establish lasting networks that can mobilise 
around issues concerning local people. 

John Page told Searchlight: “The project has 
cross-party support in Hackney, as well as 
support from the borough Deans, the Jewish- 
Muslim forum, local trade unionists and 
community and campaign groups. However, 
there is a great deal to do to ‘map’ the community 
organisations in the borough, to establish their 
support and to put together a committee of 
volunteers to ensure that every home in the 
borough receives anti-fascist literature over the 
coming months. 

“This is an exciting project, and will involve 
working closely with the HOPE not hate 
campaign. It forms part of a wider national re- 
evaluation of how we isolate the BNP, in effect by 
organising those communities who feel 
abandoned by the political establishment. 
Lessons learnt in this campaign will be shared 
with the wider movement.’ 


Islington group to be launched 


A HOPE not hate group is being set up in Islington 
after a local activist attended a Hackney TUC 
meeting addressed by two US trade unionists 
brought over by Searchlight. 

Graham Coop said, “| have been following the 
HOPE not hate campaign for a while and was really 
impressed with how the Hackney group has 
brought together all the political parties and 
community groups. | know we can do something 
similar in Islington.’ 


North West 


Strength to strength 


THE NORTH WEST campaign is going from 
strength to strength, with new groups forming all the 
time. A meeting in Cheshire at the beginning of the 
year proved to be the inspiration for new groups in 
Ellesmere Port and Chester, while other meetings have 
taken place in South Ribble, Burnley, Wigan, 
Liverpool and Blackpool. 

HOPE not hate speakers have also addressed several 
union meetings, including more than 20 Unison 
AGMs in the past month, the Political Conference of 
Unite the Union, regional committees of the RMT and 
the NUT and a Unite Greater Manchester activists’ 
meeting. 

Unison and Unite are both establishing telephone 
canvassing operations to engage with their members, 
while the GMB is planning to hold an activists’ training 
day in association with HOPE not hate. 

A number of the May Day events planned for the 
May Bank Holiday will have an anti-racist theme. 
Liverpool, Burnley and Manchester trades councils have 
already indicated their intention to link the workers’ day 
with the fight against racism and fascism. 
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Return to: HOPE not hate, PO Box 1576 Ilford IG5 ONG 


West Midlands 


Midlands day school a 
great success 


EIGHTY DELEGATES battled snowy 
conditions in the region to attend the HOPE 
not hate West Midlands day school last 
month. 

The day kicked off with Dagenham MP 
Jon Cruddas speaking about the concerns 
that many people have over the economy 
and how these concerns may fuel or give 
rise to support for the far right. In 
particular, Cruddas addressed the recent oil 
refineries strikes, brilliantly articulating the 
labour and trade union movement's 
response. Delegates were heartened to hear 
that despite the complexity of the issues 
there were numerous reports of trade 
unionists turning the BNP away from 
picket lines. 

Searchlight editor Nick Lowles gave a 
briefing on the forthcoming European 
election campaign, confirming that the 
Daily Mirror will be again supporting the 
HOPE not hate campaign. He also 
explained to delegates the workings of the 
tie-in with Blue State Digital, the 
American internet company that helped 
drive the vote for US President Barack 
Obama’s campaign. 

Liz McElroy from the American trade 
union umbrella organisation AFL-CIO and 
Lindsay Patterson from the United 
Steelworkers of America, gave a dynamic 
joint presentation on organising for victory 
American style. Delegates were glued to 
their seats while Liz and Lindsay injected 
good old-fashioned American optimism and 
a “can-do” attitude into their presentation. 

The afternoon sessions focused on 
community organising, the internet and 
mobilising young people. Summing up the 
day, Matthew Collins spoke of the 
obligation on delegates to begin organising 
meetings and setting up HOPE not hate 
groups across the Midlands as well as on 
trade unions in the region to prepare for 15 
May — Union Friday. 


Nuneaton HOPE not hate 
launched 


A HOPE not hate group was established in 
Nuneaton last month after 20 local activists 
attended a meeting addressed by Alan 
Weaver of Midlands TUC. Activities are 
now being arranged, including a Day of 
Action in early May, and a stop by the 
HOPE not hate Mirror bus. 

Also present were a _ councillor 
from Coventry and a union activist from 
Bedworth. It is hoped that HOPE 
not hate groups will soon be organised in 
these areas. 


East of England 
Cambridge day school leads to action 


Richard Howitt MEP (right) with Gerry Gable (standing) and Bob Archer, joint 
coordinators of Redbridge and Epping Forest Together 


DELEGATES FROM Colchester, King’s Lynn, Yarmouth, Luton, Barking 
and Dagenham, Thurrock, Epping Forest, Redbridge and Kent attended 
the third HOPE not hate day school, held in Cambridge on 21 February. 
Participants took the opportunity to share experiences of the work they 
were already doing and to commit themselves to specific activities 
during the European election campaign against the BNP. 

The meeting was opened by Richard Howlett, an East of England MEP, 
who highlighted the danger of the BNP sneaking in if the UK 
Independence Party vote collapses and explained how the BNP would 
benefit politically and financially from a move into Europe, where it 
would work with racist and nazi organisations. 

Nearly everyone signed up to Union Friday, 15 May and the mass day 
of action on Tuesday 2 June. 

Activists from Epping Forest . °d Barking and Dagenham will run a 
bookstall at the Church Synod meeting at Chelmsford Cathedral on 7 
March. In Redbridge, a Hainault Matters leaflet will be distributed in the 
ward of the borough’s sole BNP councillor to stimulate an anti-BNP vote 
in June. Redbridge activists will also help Havering trades council to 
carry out HOPE not hate work in Havering. 

Thurrock activists will distribute leaflets, run a coffee morning in an 
older persons’ complex and work with 20 local students who visited 
Auschwitz in January as part of a follow-up programme. 

The West Norfolk group will raise activity at the local Labour Party's 
AGM in March and try to organise work with the local diverse 
community group, KLARS, and other local anti-racist groups. Colchester 
activists will leaflet every second Thursday and organise a meeting in 
Witham. 

Barking and Dagenham activists intend to set up local HOPE not hate 
website and a “councillor watch” blog. They are looking for 250 people to 
knock on every door in Dagenham and.deliver anti-BNP material. They 
will also organise HOPE not hate events in schools, further education 
colleges and universities. 
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By Gerry Gable 


he 43 Group consisted of Jewish ex- 

servicemen and women who stood 

shoulder to shoulder with non-Jews to halt 
Oswald Mosley’s attempt to revitalise a fascist 
movement in postwar Britain. Between 1946 
and 1951 they combined intelligence gathering 
and street fighting to drive Mosley’s thugs from 
our streets. 

On Sunday 15 February 250 people took part in 
what was billed as the final reunion celebration 
of the 43 Group. They also honoured its successor 
the 62 Group, the Machal volunteers who came 
to the defence of the newly created state of Israel 
in 1948, and the Community Security Trust and 
Searchlight’s HOPE not hate campaign, which 
continue the fight against fascism today. 

The event included speeches from 
representatives of these groups, a film and 
exhibitions reflecting their activism, including 
our new HOPE Not Hate banner and Oswald 
Mosley’s personal banner captured during street 
fighting in London in 1963. 

It was heartening to see three generations 
seated at some tables ranging from people in 
their nineties to early teens. 

Tributes were paid to those who have passed 
on and stories told of street battles by the ex- 
servicemen and women of the 43 Group against 
Mosley and by the 62 Group against Colin 
Jordan's National Socialist Movement, the 
original BNP and the National Front. Others 
talked of Searchlight’s fight against Combat 18 
and the HOPE not hate campaign to stop the 
BNP leader Nick Griffin becoming the first British 
fascist MEP in June. 

Vidal Sassoon joined the gathering by a live 
link from California to tell of his street fighting 
days in the 43 Group and Machal, and Stanley 
Medicks recalled his time in the RAF in the 
Second World War and helping to set up Israel’s 
air force in 1948. 

A unifying theme was that each group in turn 
had mentored their successors and all had 
worked with the non-Jewish community. 

It was a evening of tears and cheers as we 
pledged that the fight against fascism and 
racism goes on for all of us. ~<a 
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Mid-40s man takes Young BNP to extremist 
youth conference 


By David Williams 


THE AGING leader of the “Youth 
BNP” took two young women to 
meet racist extremists from 
Germany, the Czech Republic and 
Sweden at an “exciting 
international conference” in 
Sweden. Mike Howson led 
the party’s small delegation at the 
European Youth Conference 
organised by the National 
Democratic Youth (NDU), the 
youth wing of the nazi National 
Democrats (ND). 

The aims of the conference, 
which took place in Gothenburg 
over the weekend of 30 January to 
1 February, were to forge greater 
cooperation between the various 
groups and to develop ideas for 
coordinated action “in defence of 
white Europe”. Nick Griffin, 
the BNP chairman, was hoping 
Howson would build on his own 
fascist networking in eastern 
Europe. “This process now 
continues,” intoned Howson on 


Age before beauty: BNP National Youth Officer 


the party website “as the 
next generation of leaders move to 
strengthen their ties and bonds 
of friendship”. 

This “next generation of leaders”, 
with whom the BNP is so keen to 
consort, includes Michael Schafer, 
leader of the German Young National 
Democrats (JN). A former member of 
the defunct nazi Wernigsrode Action 
Front, Schafer is a district councillor for 
the National Democratic Party (NPD) 
in East Harz. The JN group at the 
conference also included Phillip 
Valenta, a member of the NPD 
executive in  Sachsen-Anhalt and 
district councillor in Salzland, and 
Sebastian Richter, a nazi activist from 
Hoyerswerda in Saxony, scene of one of 
the first anti-immigrant pogroms after 
German reunification. 

Richter, who sits on the JN executive 
and is one of the more radical voices 
of antisemitic anti-capitalism, was 
involved with the hardcore nazi youth 
organisation Heimattreue Deutsche 


Jugend (HDJ). He also helped found 
the Lausitzer Aktionsbiindnis (LAB), 
Freie Kameradschaften 


one of the 


autonomous nazi groups in Saxony. 

Howson also had the chance to 
build links with Radim Panenka, 
youth leader of the Czech National 
Party, which stages racist anti-Roma 
demonstrations. 

That Howson, who is in his mid- 
forties, should participate in a youth 
conference may be a matter for hilarity. 
His record as the BNP National Youth 
Officer is less amusing, however. 

Howson took over and re-modelled 
the YBNP after the summary dismissal 
of its previous leader Danny Lake in 
early 2008. It was an open secret that 
the two Wiltshire activists did not get 
on. But the relationship broke down 
completely after Lake raised concerns 
about the “psychopathic” behaviour of 
Mark Bulman, an erratic and alcoholic 
teenage YBNP member who was also 
treasurer of Howson’s BNP branch. 

Lake’s complaints were ignored and 
Howson deliberately used Bulman to 
aggravate Lake, egging him on in 
activities he knew would cause 
problems for Lake, including leafleting 
his school. Bulman is currently serving a 


five-year prison sentence for 
firebombing a mosque in Swindon, 
an act for which he alone was 
responsible. Lake believed Howson 
had connived to edge him out of 
the BNP even before he was sacked 
for supporting the internal 
rebellion of winter 2007-08. 

Howson’ direction of the YBNP 
gave rise to concerns in the party. 
Martin Wingfield, editor of Voice of 
Freedom, the BNP newspaper, was 
dismayed by its ideological training 
programme, which, he believed, 
left the BNP “vulnerable to the 
brainwashing charge”. Wingfield 
was particularly worried about 
the “detrimental publicity” over 
revelations that participants in a 
YBNP summer camp in 2008 were 
“learning about guns and knives”. 
His concerns went unheeded by the 
BNP leadership. 

Howson is a former serviceman 
and was a training officer for the 
Rudloe Air Training Corps. 
His suitability as a youth worker 
was called into question in 2007 when 
his attempts to recruit young people to 
the BNP through the social networking 
website BEBO were _ revealed. 
Howson’ “Lundy Lane” website 
featured antisemitic videos. When the 
Bath Chronicle reported this Howson 
claimed his website had been “hacked” 
and quickly removed them. 

Howson used another BEBO profile 
“Young Brit” in his recruitment drive. 
Many of the children and teenagers 
Howson added as “friends” had no wish 
to be added with the implication that 
they are BNP supporters. Most were 
hostile to Howson. One commented: 
“don't you think its really sad that you 
no on Monday he’ll probably walk in 
and some bloke will go to him, so mike 
what did you do on Friday night, then 
all he can say is ‘not a lot I stayed in and 
spoke to teenagers on Bebo’ what a sad 
and pathetic life you lead you *”. 
Another branded him “pervy”. 

‘Howson was at it again recently 
with “Billy Brit”, a racist glove puppet, 
on YouTube. Racism aside, it’s all a bit 
sad and pathetic really. ~= 
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are made fully aware of the BNP’s 
continued hypocrisy in the run up to the 
European elections. 

The good people of Swanley in Kent 
got a shock when Thurrock BNP 
activists arrived in the area last month 
handing out leaflets for the dubious 
BNP front group “London's Mothers 
Against Knives”. Swanley is in Kent, 
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Off course nanis 


by Matthew Collins 


THE BRITISH NATIONAL Party 
are never ones to miss an opportunity to 
air their stupidity publicly. Last month 
they descended on the Welsh town of 
Neath, to harangue the local MP Peter 
Hain, who had organised some 
leafleting in the town with the local 
Unite Against Fascism group. 

Hain is of course South African born, 
which in the eyes of Wales BNP makes 
him a “Johnny Foreigner”. Armed with 
their video camera, the local BNP 
Neanderthals went to town on Hain in 
a display of childish and jingoist abuse 
that they must have assumed proved 
their tber Welsh credentials. What a 
terrible shame that the moron 
organising the BNP’s activities for the 
day had on a t-shirt with the English 
Cross of St George as well as the face of 
the former Conservative and Ulster 
Unionist MP — and dead Englishman — 
Enoch Powell! Big idiots. 

Not joining the Neath Neanderthals 
(surprise, surprise) was the other 
Welsh-based boor, “Green Arrow”. 
GA (real name Paul Morris) had to blog 


from under the duvet where no doubt 


Warren Parrish exhibiting his “Hate” tattoo 


he went to hide upon discovering last 
month was LGBT history month. 
According to Morris, “almost 20% of 
non-straight people have attempted 
suicide. Does not sound as if being gay 
is that much fun if you ask me.” 
Did anybody? No, but still he 
continued: “How difficult is it to 
swallow a bunch of tablets washed 
down with a good wine?” Perhaps he 
should ask Simon Darby, the BNP’s 
wine connoisseur and deputy leader, or 
better still, a certain BNP candidate in a 
recent by-election who once failed at 
that task. We'll be making sure as many 
of the LGBT community as possible 


and Thurrock is in Essex, and there was 
no sign at all of any mothers with the 
group. This didn't stop Thurrock activist 
Warren Parrish exhibiting the tasteful 
“Hate” tattoo across his right knuckle, 
even proudly posing for a picture with it 


_ on the Thurrock BNP blogsite. 


Warren and his chums were dragging 
their knuckles around on behalf of 
Paul Golding, the BNP candidate in 
a council by-election on 19 February. 
Golding allegedly has a habit of 
smacking other BNP members in 
the mouth when they upset him. 
This would explain why the Barking 
and Dagenham BNP councillors stayed 
at home, especially Laurence Rustem, 
who must be, as they say, “twice shy”. 

The tiny nazi British People’s Party 
finally returned to form last month, with 
a photograph of a lamppost apropos an 
unlikely claim that their gang of drug 
dealers, glue sniffers and wannabe 
terrorists are actually running vigilante 
patrols in Manchester. In another 
article, about the economic crisis, the 
self-confessed former brothel worker 
and BPP chief cook and bottle washer 
Kate Dermody wrote, “I can not ever 
recall a time when I have received so, so 
many positive responses to my presence 
on the streets”. You couldn't make it up. 

On the subject of making it up, the 
assorted sunburnt antisemites of the 
Australian Protectionist Party (APP) 
appear to have hit dire straits since Nick 
Griffin’s Searchlight-induced no-show. 
Having pinned their hopes on the BNP 
leader's postponed January visit leading 
to an influx of more Sieg Heiling surf 
Nazis, the APP is still some 379 short 
of the 500 members required to register 
it as a federal political party. In the 
absence of Griffin, the APP has been 
reduced to offering free lifetime 
membership to anyone who wants to 
sign up! 

And finally, I couldn't let this 
customer's review of the BNP’s 
merchandise on Amazon pass by 
without giving it wider circulation: “At 
first | wasn’t sure why anyone would 
want a picture of three gurning far-right 
thugs and a trophy wife ... that was 
until I mounted it where I could throw 
darts at it whilst passing a motion on 
the toilet. Priceless!” ~a 


Council Watch 


Each month Sonia Gable looks at the performance and activities of 


British National Party councillors around the country. 


If you have a story, leaflet or newspaper report about BNP councillors please send it to 
Searchlight, PO Box 1576, Ilford, IG5 ONG or email it to editors@searchlightmagazine.com 


BNP councillors as useless as ever 


“THE BEST THING WE CAN DO IS ASK 
Whale ti HERES cSwaiss@, TenvilGrl 
DISCRIMINATION.” This was the 
profound contribution of a British 
National Party councillor at an open 
forum on how to encourage and 
support businesses to promote 
equality and end racial discrimination. 

Michael Simpkins, who was elected 
to Corsham town council in Wiltshire 
last June, did not agree with most 
participants at the meeting in 
Trowbridge on 16 February that 
Wiltshire County Council and Wessex 
Chamber of Commerce should provide 
equality training. “I don’t think there is 
a need for this. Everyone is aware of the 
law,’ Simpkins said, demonstrating that 
he is not aware of much at all. 

In Charnwood, BNP Councillor Cathy 
Duffy showed some _ signs’ of 
enthusiasm when she was elected in 
May 2007, but it has come to very 
little. She does have a blog, on which 
the top story dated 5 February is 
illustrated by pretty pictures of Duffy 
delivering leaflets in the snow under 
the illiterate heading “Nothing Stop’s 
[sic] Cllr Cathy Duffy”. 

Entries on her blog are few and far 
between, the previous one being 
dated 23 October 2008. And as 
Searchlight has noted before (February 
and July 2008), there is nothing to 
show that she has ever achieved 
anything for the people of East 
Goscote ward who voted her in. 

Cliff Roper, one of two BNP 
councillors on Amber Valley council, 
has a much more active blog, though 
it mostly rehashes and links to articles 
from the BNP website. He also has a 
Facebook webpage and a Twitter 
page, on which he _ gets upset 


when people refuse to “follow” him. 
Roper’s main current concern locally is 
the possibility of a mosque being built 
in the village of Belper. 


BNP councillors Cathy Duffy, Cliff Roper and Michael Simpkins 


The four Epping Forest BNP 
councillors are greatly concerned 
about an anti-BNP leaflet distributed in 
Loughton Broadway, which Pat 
Richardson, the BNP group leader, 
represents. An entry in their 
blog makes the unlikely claim that 
the group Richardson met at the 
conference she attended in the USA 
last month “was a mix of ethnic 
backgrounds” Their statement goes on 
to point out that “this was a personal 
invite”, which sounds like an attempt to 
distance themselves from it. 

Continuing in paranoid vein, they 
turn their attention to the Loughton 
Residents Association, which has 
councillors at all three levels of local 
government. “Whatever area the BNP 
has gained councillors locally,’ they 
claim,“a person from the loony Marxist 
left is placed within the local residents 
party to keep an eye on things.’ 
They do not name the person but it is 
a clear attack on a councillor who is far 
from Marxist. 

Richard Barnbrook, the BNP’s 
London Assembly member, also 
applauds Richardson's visit to the 
“most esteemed gathering” at 
the Preserving Western Civilisation 
conference, while smarting from the 
reprimand he received in Barking and 
Dagenham, where he is deputy leader 
of the BNP group on the council, 
for insulting a Labour councillor by 


addressing her by her first name at a 
council meeting. 

Barnbrook is also under 
investigation for yet another breach of 
the Greater London Authority (GLA) 
code of conduct. The complaint 
concerns material distributed during 
the Bexley council by-election in 
January for his London’s Mothers 
Against Knives campaign, which gave 
City Hall as the contact address. He is 
accused of misusing GLA resources. 

The GLA budget was the subject of 
Barnbrook’s attention at the end 
of January. He was incredulous that 
neither Labour nor the Liberal 
Democrats saw fit to put forward an 
alternative to the Mayor's budget and 
claims it was left to the Greens to 
propose the sole amendment. 

In fact the Liberal Democrats 
put forward several proposals for 
changing the Mayor’s budget, but 
perhaps poor Barnbook did not 
understand what was going on. 
When he headed the BNP group in 
Barking and Dagenham, the first year 
his group was too ignorant to propose 
an alternative budget and boycotted 
the budget meeting. The second 
year they came up with a budget 


- that proposed millions of pounds 


of cuts to council services, which 


Councillor Philip Waker, chair of 
the scrutiny committee, described as 
“totally flawed.’ ~= 


Swanley poll 
shows BNP an 
ever-present 
danger 


By Sonia Gable 


PAUL GOLDING’S lection to 
Sevenoaks District Council last month 
brings the number of British National 
Party councillors to 56. This is 56 out of 
around 22,000 councillors in the 
country, to put it in context. The BNP 
causes confusion by claiming to have 
over 100 councillors but that includes 
parish, town and community 
councillors, most of whom hold seats 
that were uncontested. 

Golding took 41.3% of the poll, 408 
votes, against only Labour and 
Conservative opponents in the 
previously Labour ward of Swanley 
St Mary’s. It is the BNP’s first district 
council seat in the South East region 
and the first south of the Thames, so 
represents a minor breakthrough for 
the party. Nevertheless is it only the 
second BNP victory since last May’s 
council elections. 

The BNP, which has only a handful 
of members in the area, had poured 
huge resources into the campaign. 
Directing it were Eddy Butler, the 
national elections officer, and Emma 
Colgate, the BNP’s councillor in 
Thurrock, Essex, who is employed by 
the Greater London Authority as a 
researcher for Richard Barnbrook, the 
party’s London Assembly member. 
Presumably she ran the campaign 
in her spare time, as doing so in 
working hours would be a misuse of 
GLA resources, something for 
which Barnbrook is already under 
investigation over another matter. 

Swanley fits precisely the profile of 
an area that presents strong potential 
for the BNP. Predominantly working- 
class and overwhelmingly white 
(97.8% according to the 2001 Census), 
the ward is the 24th most deprived of 
the 331 wards in Kent and in the top 
10% nationally. Like Debden, where 


Cate Bete Bega 


Paul Golding and Richard Barnbrook pose in front of the BNP lie lorry 


the BNP has four councillors, 
it consists substantially of social 
housing — overspill estates built by 
the old Greater London Council. 
The comedian Mark Steel, who was 
born there, recalls “the stultifying 
predictability of Swanleydom”. 

The Swanley result, = while 
highlighting the ever-present risk 
of BNP success, was the only BNP 
victory in four by-elections on 19 
February. In another three-way contest, 
in Thringstone ward, North West 
Leicestershire, the BNP achieved 28.1% 
(465 votes) coming third. The BNP has 
two councillors in the district and was 
expected to do well. 

In Bilton ward, Harrogate, the BNP 
came third out of four with 9.1% — 2% 
below the percentage the party needs 
to guarantee a seat in Yorkshire and 
The Humber in the European election 
in June. 

Tess Culnane, recently returned to the 
BNP from the National Front, took 
10.5% in Downham ward in Lewisham, 
southeast London. Her campaign 
starved of support because of the BNP’s 
concentration on Swanley, she trailed 
the three main parties in a poll notable 
for electing Duwayne Brooks, a Liberal 
Democrat previously known as the best 
friend of Stephen Lawrence and a 
witness to Lawrence’s racist murder. 

Nevertheless Culnane did far better 
than Charlotte Lewis in Waddon ward 
in Croydon, south London, on 12 
February. After Searchlight informed 
the local press of her conviction and 
prison sentence for animal rights 
terrorism, BNP councillor Robert 
Bailey responded that the publicity 
would increase the party’s share of the 
vote. “It’s free advertising,” he said. 
“There’s no such thing as bad publicity.” 

Bailey, the BNP’s London organiser, 


was wrong. Lewis received a mere 4.9% 
with 157 votes. 

The BNP had high hopes for Hyde 
Newton in Tameside on 5 February. 
The party had come second behind 
Labour in May 2008, and although 
it slightly increased its percentage 
and vote, to 29.4% and 889 votes, 
Labour won with a significantly 
increased majority. 

Hyde is a predominantly white 
working-class ward with a small Asian 
community, offering good potential for 
the BNP. With the recession biting, 
there was concern that voters would 
turn their backs on the mainstream 
parties. But the BNP was kept at bay by 
a campaign that brought together trade 
unions, religious leaders and anti-fascist 
groups all running a “Keep the BNP 
out” message. 

In an initiative pioneered by 
Searchlight in the Chadwell Heath by- 
election in east London last July, six 
local clergy signed a letter to voters 
condemning the “racist history and 
policies” of the BNP and urging them 
not to vote for it. Searchlight also 
produced an additional leaflet. 

The campaign kickstarted a Tameside 
HOPE not hate group, which will now 
work towards preventing the election of 
Nick Griffin, the BNP leader, as an 
MEP in the North West region in June. 

The BNP has never won an election 
in the North East and that happy 
position continued when the party 
came third in Fenham ward, Newcastle 
City Council, on 29 January, though 
its 27% (836 votes) was far more than 
its 9% (295 votes) last May and it 
still came third in a ward that the 
Liberal Democrats took from Labour. 
The BNP had been active in the ward 
for several months, with leaflets and 
canvassing. ~=a 
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Count von Stauffenberg a 


By Professor Richard J Evans 


ew incidents in the domestic 

history of Germany during the 

Second World War are more 

dramatic than Colonel Claus 
Schenk, Count von  Stauffenberg’s 
attempt to assassinate the German 
‘Leader’ Adolf Hitler on 20 July 1944. 
The hushed conversations and secret 
debates of the conspirators beforehand, 
the near-misses of their previous 
attempts, the breathtaking audacity of 
the final bombing, the chance 
circumstances behind Hitler’s survival, 
the violent and desperate confusion of 
the final hours at army headquarters in 
the Bendlerstrasse in Berlin, the stark 
tragedy of Stauffenberg’s summary 
execution, the mystery of his final 
exclamation — “long live sanctified 
Germany!” — all of this has become the 
stuff of legend. It is not surprising that 
the conspiracy of 20 July 1944 is now 
the subject of a Hollywood movie. 

Yet Stauffenberg was much more than 
an action hero driven by the kind of 
simple moral imperative that suits 
Hollywood's desire to portray everything 
in terms of starkly opposed opposites of 
good and evil. He found moral guidance 
in a complex mixture of Catholic 
religious precepts, an aristocratic sense of 
honour, Ancient Greek ethics, and 
German Romantic poetry. Above all, 
perhaps, his sense of morality was 
formed under the influence of the poet 
Stefan George, whose ambition is was to 
revive a ‘secret Germany’ that would 
sweep away the materialism of the 
Weimar Republic and restore German 
life to its true spirituality. Inspired by 
George, Stauffenberg came to look for a 
revival of an idealized medieval Reich, in 
which Europe would attain a new level 
of culture and civilization under German 
leadership. A search of this kind was 
typical of the Utopianism that inhabited 
the wilder shores of Weimar culture — 
optimistic and ambitious, but also 


abstract and unrealistic. It was ill-suited 
to serve as the basis for any kind of real 
political future. 


Such influences set Stauffenberg 
apart from many of the longer-standing 
members of the military resistance, 
whose multifarious projects and plans to 
overthrow Hitler dated from as early as 
1938, and were driven above all by a 
belief that the war the National 
Socialists were aiming for was 
unwinnable. To launch it, they believed, 
would cause incalculable harm to 
Germany. It was this, rather than any 
fundamental opposition to National 
Socialism as such, that motivated the 
leading members of the military- 
aristocratic resistance in the late 1930s 
and at the beginning of the 1940s. Like 
them, Stauffenberg thought of himself 
first and foremost as a soldier, in the 
centuries-old tradition of his family, and 
for a long while, this military identity 
outweighed the influences he had 
imbibed through his membership of the 
George circle. But even in the late 
1930s, he was markedly more 
sympathetic to National Socialism than 
were many more senior officers. His 
relatives were wont to describe him as 
the only ‘brown’ member of the family. 
While he was later to lose altogether his 
enthusiasm for National Socialism, he 
never lost his contempt for 
parliamentary democracy. This alone 
would make him ill-fitted to serve as a 
model for the conduct and ideas of 
future generations. 

In the 1930s, Stauffenberg was at first 
enthusiastic about National Socialism’s 
promise of spiritual renewal, and 
supported Hitler in the Reich 
presidential elections of 1932. He 
welcomed Hitler's appointment as 
Reich Chancellor, and took part in a 
street demonstration in its support on 
the night of 30 January 1933. His 
enthusiasm never led him to join the 
Party — for him, the George circle was 


the only party — but he considered the ° 


National Socialists were leading a 
movement of national renewal that was 
sweeping away the shabby 
parliamentary compromises of Weimar. 


More than this, he also believed that a 
policy of purifying the German race and 
eliminating Jewish influences from it 
was an essential part of this renewal, and 
although he regarded open antisemitic 
violence with distaste, the only time he 
protested was when the vulgar 
antisemitic rag, Der Stirmer, accused 
George’s poetry of being ‘Jewish’ and 
‘Dadaistic — in character. For 
Stauffenberg, Hitler's achievements in 
revising the Versailles Treaty remained 
paramount. 

Stauffenberg’s doubts about the 
wisdom of starting a general European 
war were quelled by the stunning 
successes of German arms in 1939-40, 
which he saw as decisive steps towards 
the creation of the general European 
Reich of the kind he had dreamed of in 
his days as a disciple of George. 
Stauffenberg fought with bravery and 
enthusiasm in the campaigns of the first 
two years of the war. It was only in the 
months following the invasion of the 
Soviet Union in 1941 that he gradually 
came to doubt whether National 
Socialism was going to realize the ideals 
he sought to achieve. The over- 
ambitious military strategy adopted by 
Hitler in 1941, which led to disaster at 
Moscow in January 1942, was repeated 
on an even greater scale in the following 
year, and it became clear to 
Stauffenberg that it was overstretching 
Germany’s resources to such an extent 
that failure was becoming inevitable. 
Even more important, the mass killings 
of Soviet civilians behind the Eastern 
Front, the murder of three and a half 
million Soviet prisoners of war, the 
looting and destruction of Soviet 
property, above all, the shooting of 
hundreds of thousands of Jews, 
convinced Stauffenberg that the 
National Socialist regime was recklessly 
squandering the goodwill that it had 
initially met among the peoples it had 
freed from Stalin’s yoke. It was 
betraying his idea of a new Europe 
under the benevolent rule of the Reich. 


dreamer in a nightmare world 


Indeed, Stauffenberg thought it was 
betraying the ideals of National 
Socialism itself. 

Like the few other army officers who 
were critical of the conduct of the war in 
the east, therefore, Stauffenberg at first 
took a stance that was motivated more 
by military than by moral 
considerations. In the course of 1942, 
however, Stauffenberg realized that 
such atrocities were not just counter- 
productive by-products of a brutal 
policy of waging war, but formed the 
very essence of the German war effort. 
Hitler and the National Socialist 
leadership were betraying Germany, not 
merely preventing the realization of the 
true spiritual values of the ‘secret 
Germany’ but actually negating them. 
They were perverting military values 
and implicating the Armed Forces in 
terrible crimes that went against all the 
most fundamental principles by which 
Stauffenberg and his fellow-officers 
lived; had he survived the war, this 
realization that the army itself was 
being turned into an instrument of 
criminality would no doubt have made 
him impatient with those who would 
claim that it remained untainted by the 
murderous spirit of National Socialism. 
It was this moral conviction, arrived at 
when Germany was still absolutely 
dominant in Europe, that set 
Stauffenberg apart from the more 
instrumental views of some of the other 
conspirators, who sought above all to 
rescue Germany from the total defeat 
that stared it in the face after Stalingrad. 
These beliefs, combined with his 
energetic personality, were also what led 
him to act where many other members 
of the military-aristocratic resistance 
still hesitated. 

Stauffenberg was acting not just on 
the basis of a strong moral imperative, 
but also in the name of a political 
ideology. He remained true to the 


Stauffenberg (far left) pictured with 
Adolf Hitler in July 1944 


essential elitism of the George 
movement, combining it with a more 
conservative, basically instinctive belief 
in the superiority of the aristocracy and 
the army officer corps. The oath he 
devised for the conspirators declared 
that in seeking “a new order which bases 
the state on all Germans”, those 
who signed it nonetheless “despise 
the lie that all are equal and bow 
down to the distinctions of rank given 
by nature”. Like almost all sections 
of the resistance, he considered 
parliamentarism, the only viable form of 
democratic politics, had bankrupted 
itself in the Weimar Republic; that it 
would re-emerge after the war would 
have dismayed as well as surprised him. 
Here too, in their arrogant dismissal of 
social and political equality, his ideas 
looked more to the past than to the 
future. This rejection of egalitarianism 
and democracy was shared, in different 
forms by all the multifarious elements 
of the resistance, and meant that its 
attempt to gain a popular base by 
bringing in political figures from 
differing ideologies, such as Social 
Democrats, was never likely to meet 
with any meaningful success. 

The leading figures in the conspiracy 
hammered out and repeatedly revised a 
set of aims that became distinctly more 
modest as Germany’s military situation 
worsened, but even in May 1944 they 
included a negotiated peace on the basis 
of the German frontiers of 1914 plus 
Austria, the Sudetenland and the South 
Tyrol, autonomy for Alsace-Lorraine, 
and the retention of an effective defence 
force in the east. These far-reaching 


Colonel Claus Schenk, 
Count von Stauffenberg 


aims, which would have kept Germany 
as the dominant power on_ the 
Continent, indicated that Stauffenberg 
and his fellow-conspirators remained 
German nationalists to the end. They 
would have been a poor guarantee for 
European peace and co-operation had 
they ever come into effect. 

In view of the Allied insistence on 
unconditional surrender, the foreign 
policy aims of the conspiracy were 
unrealistic in the extreme. By the time 
the bomb went off, most of the leading 
conspirators already recognized this 
unpalatable fact. After the Normandy 
landings, | Stauffenberg doubted 
whether killing Hitler would serve any 
useful political purpose. Surely there 
was no hope any longer, if there had ever 
been any, of reaching a negotiated 
settlement with the Allies and rescuing 
something of Germany from the ruins. 
But, his fellow-conspirators persuaded 
him that practical politics were now 
irrelevant: what mattered was to show 
that the German resistance had been 
prepared to act. 

Stauffenberg knew therefore that his 
bomb was important above all as a 
moral gesture. His intention in setting it 
off was to rescue the honour of the 
German people. Yet this aim too failed. 
The notion of honour that underpinned 
the conspiracy in its final stages was not 
dissimilar to that which had led the 
Jews of the Warsaw Ghetto the previous 
year to go down fighting against the 
final drive of the SS to exterminate 
them; or, perhaps, to that of the German 
navy officers who had tried to lead the 
fleet out against the Royal Navy at the 
beginning of November 1918, when all 
was clearly lost. In a way, it was not even 
dissimilar to that of Hitler, Goebbels 
and the other National Socialist leaders 
who determined in the final months of 
the war to sacrifice themselves in the 
interests of their own particular version 
of Germany’s future. 

But the National Socialist leaders of 
course sacrificed millions of others as 
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well. German military losses reached 
their highest numbers in the final 
months of the war; civilian deaths from 
bombing raids likewise. And the mass 
murder of the Jews continued right to 
the end. Had Stauffenberg’s bomb 
succeeded in killing Hitler, it is unlikely 
that the military coup planned to follow 
it would have moved the leading 
conspirators smoothly into power. 
Large parts of the army, the SS and the 
NSDAP would have resisted by force of 
arms, and a civil war would have been 
the most probable result. There can be 
little doubt, however, that this would 
have brought huge military advantages 
to the Allies, and that the war would 
have come to an end several months 
sooner than it did, with the consequent 
saving of millions of lives. 

That alone was justification enough for 
Stauffenberg’s act. In failing, he failed 
comprehensively. The war continued: 
millions more were killed. Anti- 
democratic, elitist and nationalist, he had 
nothing to offer the politics of the coming 
generations, still less the politics of today. 
In the end, too, for all the desperate 
heroism of Stauffenberg and his fellow- 
conspirators, Germany’s honour was not 
rescued. The conspiracy encompassed 
only a tiny minority of the German 
people. The vast majority continued 
fighting to the end. Most were shocked by 
the news of the assassination attempt and 
relieved at Hitler’s survival. As a moral 
gesture, Stauffenberg’s bomb was wholly 
inadequate to balance out the crimes that 
had been committed in Germany’s name 
and with the overwhelming support, or 
toleration, or silent acquiescence, of the 
German people. As the Catholic 
schoolteacher turned army officer Wilm 
Hosenfeld noted on 16 June 1943, more 
than a year before Stauftenberg’s attempt: 
“With this appalling murder of the Jews 


* we have lost the war. We have brought 


upon ourselves a disgrace that cannot be 
wiped out, a curse that cannot be effaced. 
We deserve no clemency, we all share in 
the guilt.” ~<a 


Obituary 
BOB DOYLE 


q 


“From my lifetime of struggles, these are the lessons which 


I have learnt. Take up the fight, and let us fight together, for 


the liberation of mankind. La lucha continua.’ 


THE LEGENDARY antifascist Bob Doyle 
passed away at the end of January 
after a short illness. Right up until his 
fo l-¥-] Wa alcM ar-(oM ol-\-lalr- ao) a\-ie-lalm@r] are} 

CoCo) ai daleliavemerslan) ex-lielarcim-ler-} inks 
racism and fascism. Speaking last 
year, Bob described the four 
Tate] cave l (salem celmel-iict-li late mre tna 
mre [U(r 1u(olapme)cel-lalkt-1u(ela me nul 
disobedience and unity”. 

Born in Dublin's slums in 1916 Bob 
joined the IRA as soon as they would 
have him. In 1934 he left to fight 
against Dublin’s ruthless slum 
Tate | (ol coksr-\-w-Manl=1nn) eX) me) maar 
Republican Congress, rejecting the 
IRA’s “purely nationalist politics” It was 
there that he first came into contact 
with the Irish fascist Blue Shirts, 
Tatererollavemiamaulalaliare Woitcqyi@oy-1ad(ox) 
against them as part of a coalition of 
workers’ groups with an 
internationalist vision of social justice. 

In 1937 Bob joined the International 
sate rerel=rw-] ae Mm arcr-(e(-Yem Combs) oy-1 [ah Ke) 
defend the Republic from fascism. 
Their slogan was “Bombs on Madrid 
lua=r-]aisw ofelanley-melam Mol ale ela War-]al-1| biKele) 
accurate prophecy. Bob was captured 
by the fascists and held as a POW 
until 1939. 

sfolokmeo)anianiitaat-aian ce) 
Talccaareld(elarcliciaam-larem-laeirenveitan 
never wavered. After serving in the 
Merchant Navy in the war, Bob settled 
Ta Koy ale (olawr- lave of-rer-lan(-w-W ole) ole] -1ar-late, 
vociferous speaker at Speakers’ 
Corner. During the 1958 Notting Hill 
race riots, Bob took to the streets in 
defence of London's West Indian 
community. He remained a 
(ol arelakiaarelicemr=]aremiarerccxel|e) iva ofe) oll t-1 9 
FTale Mvcoler-] Me) 0) olelal-ralme)mer-) o)it-] (ipa i=] are] 
fascism right up until his death. 

Searchlight had the privilege to 
travel with Bob and other Brigade 
veterans to Spain at the end of last 
year. Despite his advancing years, he 
Ivete) aual-mo) oj ele)adulaligyae) mel ialal=lar-l mi tats) 
Royal Palace to speak not of the past, 
but of the present and future with a 
blistering attack on British and US 
icelcitelaM ele) | (el[=H 

Spain and antifascists across the 
world have lost another hero. 


photo: Mark Read 
(www.markreadphotography.co.uk) 
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Criminal nazi 
Gottfried Kissel 


ore than 8,000 nazis tramped through the 

freezing cold in Dresden on 14 February to 

manipulate, for propaganda purposes, 

the commemoration of the 1945 Allied 
bombing of the city. 

More than 14,000 anti-nazi protesters in separate 
demonstrations that only intimidatory police tactics 
prevented from joining together opposed the annual 
nazi march mobilised by the right-wing extremist 
Junge Landsmannschaft Ostdeutschland. 

The nazi event, now their biggest international public 
activity, was given a stamp of official approval by 
Dresden’s Christian Democrat (CDU) mayor Helma Orosz 
and the city’s CDU chief Lars Rohwer, who shamefully 
laid wreaths together with nazi National Democratic 
Party (NPD) city councillors at the cemetery where 
many of those killed in the air raids are buried. 

Stephan Kramer, general secretary of the Central Council 
of Jews in Germany later sharply criticised the absence 
of the CDU and Liberals from the anti-nazi ranks. 

Although the broad alliance Geh’Denken, backed by 
the pan-European anti-racist UNITED network, won 
the active support of the trade unions, Social 
Democrats (SPD), Greens, Left Party, anti-fascist 
groups, immigrant organisations, the churches and the 
Jewish community, the CDU steadfastly refused to join 
the anti-nazi consensus. On the day, 10,000 people 
answered Geh’Denken’s call for mass anti-nazi 
marches. A rally was addressed by the SPD leader 
Franz Mintefering, the Green leader Claudia Roth, 
Gregor Gysi, leader of the Left Party in the Bundestag, 
and Michael Sommer, head of the seven million strong 
German Trades Union Federation. 

The organisers had planned to bring anti-fascist 
marches from three places to a single assembly point, 
but the police prevented this by violently blocking the 
path of the No Pasaran march, causing clashes in 
which police vehicles were damaged. 

The nazis —- overwhelmingly aged in their twenties 
and mainly from the NPD, the Freie Kameradschaften 
and the violent Autonomous Nationalists — 
experienced no such obstruction and marched 
without incident from the main railway station and 
back, skirting the edge of the city centre. Led by NPD 
leaders including Udo Voigt, Andreas Molau and 
Holger Apfel, they were joined by the new German 
People’s Union (DVU) chief Matthias Faust and pond 
life such as the frequently jailed Austrian extremist 
Gottfried KUssel and fascists from the Czech Republic, 
Slovakia, Spain, Austria and Sweden. After hearing the 
ritual claims that the Allied air attacks were a 
“bombing Holocaust by the Allies’, the nazis set off, 
flanked by police from all over Germany. 

After their demonstration the nazis soon cast aside 
their discipline and embarked on violent forays 
against trade unionists and other anti-fascists at 
motorway services in Jena, where they left a 42-year- 
old trade unionist with a fractured skull, and Eisenach. 
Among 41 nazis sought by police for the Jena assault 
are three from Sweden. 

Even on their way to the march, a gang of 60 nazis 
from Duisburg had attacked a minibus carrying trade 
unionists from Weimar at a motorway services centre 
near Chemnitz. 
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Scenes from the nazi march in Dresden 
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International 


Taz reports from Paris for Reflex and Antifa-Net 


THE POLITICAL haemorrhaging from 
the Front National (FN) continues. 
Eight veteran leaders - including 
Martine Lehideux and Martial Bild — 
quit the party’s parliamentary group in 
Ile-de-France in January in a show of 
opposition to the party's current line 
and their antipathy to Marine Le Pen, 
would-be successor to her father as 
party leader. Now the former leftwing 
sociologist Alain Soral has slammed 
the door in the party’s face. 

Soral’s move has inflicted more 
damage to the FN’s desperate efforts to 
put up a unified slate of candidates for 
the European election in June. Carl Lang 
recently departed in response to the 
appointment of Marine Le Pen as head 
of the party’s candidates list in the Nord 
region. However what provoked Soral’s 
rage most was the announcement that 
Jean-Michel Dubois, who runs the 
SOS-Child of Iraq organisation, an 
undertaking close to Jean-Marie 
Le Pen's wife, would head the party list 
for the Ile-de-France region. 

Soral had nurtured ambitions to be 
the FN’s chief candidate in lle-de- 
France, which includes Paris, since 
summer 2008. His disappointment is 
all the greater because he had 
almost attained this position after 
only three years’ membership of 
the FN. He had been appointed 
personally by Le Pen to the party's 


political bureau and _ evidently 
regarded himself as indispensable. 

His reaction to the FN’'s decision to 
appoint Dubois was __ typically 
confrontational. In a press release, 
Soral’s lieutenant, Marc George, 
described Dubois as a_ stuttering, 
uncultivated and illiterate simpleton 
and accused him of having been a 
secret financial donor to the defunct 
Gaullist Rally for the Republic. 

Soral’s own official statement 
includes several insults and personal 
attacks against key FN members. It is 
brings to mind someone about to 
embark on a bitter divorce, all the 
more so because he had found in 
the FN - and on the extreme right 
in general - the attention that he 
never received on the left where 
he had no influence. 

The Le Pen clan's reaction to Soral’s 
outburst came quickly. Le Pen painted 
a distinctly sulphurous portrait of the 
sociologist, describing him as a carpet 
bagger obsessed with his battle 
against the “Zionist” lobby inside 
the FN and surrounded by a bunch 
of drunks, an allusion to members of 
Soral’s pet outfit, Egalité et 
Réconciliation. 

It is hard to say whether Soral’s 
departure from the FN has provoked 
as much unrest as Lang's did, but it 
appears that some people in the party, 


Alain Soral: left the 
FN ina fit of pique 


Former leftwing sociologist quits FN 


and some in other movements such as 
the Nouvelle Droite Parti, have taken 
the opportunity to settle accounts 
with Soral, who has long tried to pass 
himself off as the moral guardian of 
the whole nationalist movement. 
Critics of Soral have with some glee 
observed his political naivety in the 
face of Le Pen. 

According to Soral, he had been 
promised the number one position on 
the FN list by Le Pen himself. Internal 
rumours circulating in the FN, 
however, suggest that the second on 
the list, Marie-Christine Arnautu, 
would have refused to work with Soral 
and that Marine Le Pen was also 
opposed to him holding the top place. 
If Soral had stood down, it is 
understood that Le Pen would have 
offered him the key post of party 
secretary in the Seine-Saint-Denis 
district, an appointment he would 
probably have refused. 

It seems that a further reason for 
Soral’s decision to leave the FN was his 
participation in a_ pro-Palestinian 
demonstration on 24 January in Paris 
as part of his relentless personal battle 
against “Zionism”. 

Soral is hoping to bounce back 
quickly with his  Egalité et 
Réconciliation, a group that just a few 
months ago had only four activists 
who were very reluctant even to 
establish an official E&R branch in 
Paris. He can be expected to hold 
discussions with the various 
nationalist currents in an attempt to 
present himself as the gatherer, and 
no doubt leader, of a myriad of small 
extreme-right sects. 

This plan could proceed successfully 
now that Christian Bouchet, the long- 
time leader of the radical extreme 
right, has opted for the moment to 
stay in the background and pull the 
strings. That would clear the way for 
Soral to become the unchallenged 
ideologist of the sectarian far right. 
What remains to be seen is whether 


* the crew around Soral will make the 


mistake of trying to compete with the 
FN electorally. Soral is more than 
pretentious and vain enough to 
embark on such an adventure. ~< 
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French fascists: 


Fascists try to join Palestinian demonstrations 


Taz reports from Paris for Reflex and Antifa-Net 


THE WING OF the antisemitic 
French extreme right — especially the 
national revolutionary movement — that 
has consistently supported _ the 
Palestinians in the Middle East conflict 
for the past 30 years has previously 
limited itself to putting up the 
occasional poster and _ producing 
newspaper and web articles. 

At the beginning of 2009, however, it 
set aside its anonymity and tried to tag 
on to pro-Palestinian demonstrations. 
These demonstrations, which attract a 
mishmash of political parties, residents’ 
associations and religious movements, 
present an ideal opportunity for 
antisemitic intervention, masquerading 
as anti-Zionism, by the likes of 
Kémi Séba’s so-called Damned by 
Imperialism, the “comedian” Dieudonné 
and his supporters and the historical 
revisionist Ginette Skandrani. 

They have kept a low profile, only 
joining in when the organisers of the 
official procession were too far away to 
see them. But the organised far right 
was most definitely there, responding to 
a call at the start of the year on several 
nationalist websites by Marc George, an 
officer of the minuscule Egalité et 


Réconciliation (E&R), for the 
formation of a “patriotic” contingent at 
pro-Palestinian demonstrations. 

The appeal by George, a veteran of the 
Front National (FN), fell on sympathetic 
ears in the Assembly of Students of the 
Right (RED), “Ours” (Les Noétres), a 
small national revolutionary outfit 
headed by Christian Bouchet, and the 
French Solidarist Party (PSF), the new 
name of the Socialist Right, which was 
responsible for a shooting spree against 
young immigrants in suburban Paris. 
In contrast, Jean-Marie Le Pen, the 
leader of the FN, condemned the pro- 
Palestinian demonstrators as “a bunch of 
leftists” and a “rabble”. 

After publicly announcing _ its 
participation in the demonstration of 
17 January, E&R went into rapid 
reverse, scared of mobilising only a 
handful of people, and postponed its 
much-vaunted “patriotic” contingent 
until the next Gaza protest on 24 
January. Realising that it could not 
show up alone, E&R negotiated its 
participation with a friendly group, the 
Anti-Zionist Party, a political offshoot 
of the Zahra Centre, an extremist Shia 
Muslim group led by Yahia Gouasmi. 


Alerted several days ahead to the 
threatened arrival of the fascists at their 
demonstration, the organisers, most 
of them progressive pro-Palestine 
organisations and political parties, 
published an official statement 
denouncing their presence. 

On the day, Parisian anti-fascists 
from SCALP, the anarcho-syndicalist 
CNT trade union and the march’s 
official stewards cordoned off the march 
to prevent the extreme right from 
joining it and occupied the meeting 
point of the Anti-Zionist Party. 

The nationalists, seeing their cover 
blown, decided to play a waiting game. 
A rabble of about 50 fascists — from 
E&R, the PSF, the RED, some French 
Revival activists and Christian Bouchet 
himself — hung around the fringes of the 
march in the forlorn hope of attaching 
themselves to its tail. This tactic was an 
even bigger flop because they were 
pushed away by anti-fascists who forced 
them to take refuge behind police lines. 

- Despite this miserable failure, it is by 
no means impossible that the fascists and 
antisemites will not try again to infiltrate 
pro-Palestinian demonstrations, a cause 
for continuing vigilance. ~<a 


International 


Kyrgyz ambassador in 
talks with nazi leader 


Ulyana Bobrova reports from Moscow 


THE KYRGYZ ambassador in 
Moscow held a meeting with the 
leader of the nazi Slavic Union 
(SS), it was revealed at the end of 
January. The meeting between 
Raimkul Attakurov and Dimitri 
Demushkin “took place in a warm 
and _— friendly + —_ atmosphere”, 
according to the embassy’s website. 

Writing in the Kyrgyz 
newspaper Delo,  Attakurov 
defended the decision to open “a 
constructive dialogue with the 
Slavic Union’, arguing that a 
radical new approach is needed 
after right-wing _ extremists 
murdered several Kyrgyz citizens 
living in Russia in 2008. 

Protest letters from the Kyrgyz 
embassy to the Russian Foreign 
Ministry, the Russian parliament, 
the Council of the Russian 
Federation, the office of the chief 
public prosecutor, the Russian 
migration service, the Interior 
Ministry and human rights 
commissioner Vladimir Lukin 
have forced MPs to take more 
notice of the rising number of 
racist killings. Attakurov has also 
emphasised that the Russian 
authorities are now keeping his 
embassy informed about the 
progress of their investigations into 
suspected racist murders. 

The first contacts between 
Kyrgyz officials and the SS were 
in 2007 when Demushkin was 
invited to Kyrgyzstan to take 
part in an international meeting 
of unarmed combat youth 
teams. SS members made 
further trips to Kyrgyzstan 
in 2008. 

Attakurov says that while 
it is too early to say that 
his talks with the nazis, due 
to “xeopen “in Feb- 
ruary, have produced 
results, Demushkin 
has ordered his | 
members to behave 
themselves towards 


Kyrgyz people. 


Raimkul Attakurov 


In the face of mounting racist 
violence against people of non-Slav 
appearance and the need for a 
crackdown on the nazis, these 
official contacts between the Kyrgyz 
authorities and one of Russia’s most 
infamous nazi organisations are 
nothing short of a scandal and 
enable right-wing extremists to 
present themselves as respectable. 

Attakurov has expressed shock 
over the way in which the SS 
presents itself on the internet but 
claims Demushkin has assured him 
that his party has had nothing to do 
with the murders of Kyrgyz citizens. 

In January the SS_ demon- 
strated in Moscow against the 
so-called “Chinese invasion” of 
Siberia, together with the fascist 
Movement against Illegal 
Immigration. Meanwhile Young 
Guard, the youth organisation of 
Prime Minister Vladimir Putin’s 
United Russia, has grabbed even 
more publicity for its xenophobic 
campaigns. 

On 19 January it organised 
rallies against migrant labour at 
railway stations in several Russian 
cities. In Moscow, about 50 of 
them dished out leaflets to 
passengers arriving from Tashkent 
and waved placards with the 
slogans, “If you want to work, pay 
your taxes,” and “Illegal = thief”. 

As Searchlight reported last 
month, on the same day, an as yet 
unidentified person shot dead the 
lawyer Stanislav Markelov and 
the journalist Anastasia 
Baburova. Both were active 
anti-fascists. Markelov had 
investigated violence by 
right-wing extremists and 
* supplied police investigators 

with vital information 
enabling them to clear up a 
number of cases. Because 
their interest in anti-fascism 
stemmed from _ strong 
political commitment, it 
made them the declared 
enemies of Russian nazis 
and ultimately the target 
of assassination. ~= 


SELGIUM VB forced 
back to basics 


From Wim Haelsterman for 
AFF/Verzet-RésistanceS in 
Brussels 


POPULAR SUPPORT for the far-right Flemish 
Interest (VB) has sunk to its lowest level 
since the early 1990s. A recent opinion poll 
found that 15.2% of the electorate in 
Flanders would vote VB if elections were 
held in the near future. In 2004 the VB 
peaked in regional elections with 25%, 
making it the biggest party in Flanders. 
The poll result suggests that the extremist 
party has lost almost 40% of its vote over 
the past five years. 

The cordon sanitaire, by which the 
mainstream parties reject all cooperation 
with the VB, a stream of serious internal 
conflicts and the spectacular rise of the new 
right-wing populist Lijst Dedecker (LDD), 
led by the former Liberal Democrat senator 
Jean-Marie Dedecker, have combined to hit 
the VB hard. 

The LDD has developed into an attractive 
alternative to the VB relatively quickly. 
Not only has the VB lost many voters to the 
LDD, it has also suffered the defections of 
four regional MPs and a growing number 
of local councillors and ordinary members. 

The declining support for the VB will force 
it back to basics in its campaigns for the 
European and_ regional parliamentary 
elections, both of which take place in June. 
The VB will focus on nationalist and anti- 
immigrant themes, abandoning its cynical 
attempts to portray itself as a respectable 
and family-friendly alternative to the 
mainstream parties. 

The VB’s_ former president, Frank 
Vanhecke, will head the party’s list for the 
European election. The party currently has 
three MEPs but is very likely to lose at least 
one of them in June. So far, Bruno 
Valkeniers, the VB’s new leader, has been 
unable to develop a strategy to counter the 
growing success of the LDD and keep his 
own people aboard the party. 

Vanhecke, meanwhile, faces another 
problem. In November, the European 
Parliament stripped him of his parlia- 
mentary immunity at the request of Jo 
Vandeurzen, the former Belgian Justice 
Minister, to have him prosecuted for racism. 
If Vanhecke is convicted, he will lose the 
right to stand for election next June. 

Vanhecke is accused of being responsible 
for a-racist text in a publication of a VB 
branch some years ago after a party activist 
had falsely blamed a vandalism at a local 
cemetery on immigrant youngsters. 


anti-immigrant vote 


By Alfio Bernabei 


HOW BIG A role will racism and 
xenophobia play in the Italian campaign 
for the European elections in June? 

Silvio Berlusconi’s ruling coalition 
has provided the kind of answer that 
seems to justify Famiglia Cristiana’ 
chilling warning: “This Government is 
bringing back the climate of racial laws 
of 1938”. (Famiglia Cristiana is, by the 
way, a very, very moderate Catholic 
monthly now under threat of legal 
action by the Government precisely 
because of such warnings.) 

The answer has come from the 
Interior Minister, Roberto Maroni. 
Speaking at a public meeting that 
touched on what will be one of the key 
themes of the electoral campaign — 
illegal immigration — he said, “Enough 
with being softies [towards illegal 
immigrants], it’s time to turn nasty”. 

He used a word (cattivi) that even 
children understand means cruel as well 
as mean. It sounded like a rousing 
compliment to the new constituency of 
xenophobic Italians who in the past year 
have “graduated” from purely verbal 
abuse to wanting to be seen “doing 
something”. Witness the protests 
outside Roma camps and in front of 
shops owned by immigrants. A good 
number of those taking part seem to be 
saying: “Take a picture of me as I kick 
down this door,” or “Look at me as 
I attack this shop”. In recent incidents 
near Rome a ferocious crowd gathered 
outside the dwellings of suspected 
criminals, all Romanians, ready to 
attack (the Forza Nuova contingent had 
brought baseball bats). In another 
incident police had to intervene to 
protect an immigrant involved in a 
traffic accident from being lynched. 

That’s why Maroni’s remark smacks 
of a cynical new twist in vote-catching 
gimmicks. The need to find easy 
scapegoats to divert attention from the 
economic crisis is greater than ever. If at 
the last general election the climate of 
fear of immigrants fanned by the media 
and rightwing politicians contributed to 
Berlusconi’s victory, why not move up a 
gear and tap into the reservoir of anger 
to help bring about an even bigger 
victory at the European election? 

The polls already predict an increase 


in the vote of the Northern League 
of which Maroni is a leading light. 
One wonders what he has done with the 
report drafted last year by the European 
Commission on Human _ Rights, 
which condemned Italian politicians for 
fomenting racism and xenophobia, 
politicians like himself or some of his 
equally vociferous colleagues. 

Take Mario Borghezio, very much the 
“look at me” type, ready for action. He is 
the MEP who last year insisted on 
travelling to Cologne for the nazi 
“No to Islamisation” conference even 
though the police had banned it. He 
was the only politician who managed to 
spout a few words into a loudspeaker. 
He couldn't leave without saying, “I 
was there”. 

If he is re-elected he may have most 
of the Italian nazi stage to himself. 
The other two Italian MEPs of similar 
ilk, the Holocaust denier Luca 
Romagnoli and former _ terrorist 
Roberto Fiore, both very familiar to 
Searchlight readers, may no longer be 
present. [hey are in trouble. Last month 
the Italian Parliament decided to admit 
to the European election only those 
parties that received at least 4% of the 
national vote at the last general election. 
This was a blow to Romagnoli, leader 
of MSI-Fiamma Tricolore (Tricolour 
Flame), and Fiore, leader of Forza 
Nuova (FN). 

Their presence in Strasbourg was 
a bit anomalous in the first place. 
Under the 2004 regulations it was 
enough for Romagnoli’s Party to win a 
mere 236,016 votes (0.7% of the 
national vote) to secure a seat. The same 
occurred with the other fascist party, 
Alternativa Sociale, a cartel of three 
small parties led by Alessandra 
Mussolini, the Duce’s granddaughter. 
Fiore’s FN was one of them. 
The cartel won 398,036 votes 
(1.2%) and Mussolini got in. She 
failed to make an impact while 
at Strasbourg; rather, 
ironically, she caused the 
implosion of the far-right 
Identity, Tradition and 
Sovereignty (ITS) bloc 
when she made 
xenophobic remarks 


Government coalition courts 


that caused the Romanians to walk out. 

She left Strasbourg last year when she 
joined Berlusconi's coalition party and 
Fiore stepped in to take her seat. 
By then Alternativa Sociale was a ghost 
party. Fiore used his seat to raise the 
profile of his own creation, FN, and of 
course his personal status, attaching the 
title “onorevole” (honourable) to his 
name in leaflets, posters and websites. 

What now? Without Mamma 
Mussolini on his side Fiore doesn't 
know which way to turn for help. 
A furious Romagnoli meanwhile 
maintains that his party is entitled to 
run again in spite of the new 4% 
threshold. He would like to join forces 
with other parties but that looks 
difficult. There are too many 
internecine conflicts between fascists. 
If neither man qualifies for these 
elections, it looks as if around 650,000 
fascist votes (MSI-Fiamma Tricolore 
and Alternativa Sociale) from the 2004 
European election plus the 885,229 
(2.4%) won in last year's general 
election by the newly formed La Destra 
will be up for grabs. Will they go to 
the parties in Berlusconi’s coalition? 
Perhaps that’s their natural home 
anyway. 

Maroni is busy canvassing them. ~< 
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Wilders was threat to national security 


Jeroen Bosch reports from Amsterdam for Alert! and Antifa-Net 


isyelacclomicoleamtat-n ele 
Geert Wilders 


THE DUTCH far-right MP Geert Wilders 
has appealed against the Home 
Office's refusal last month to let him 
enter the UK and has promised he will 
be back. 

When Wilders was _ refused 
permission to show his anti-Islam film 
Fitna at the House of Lords at the end 
of January, it provoked little 
controversy. Then Lord Pearson of 
Rannoch, a member of the UK 
Independence Party, and Baroness 
Cox, a Crossbench peer, decided to 
show Fitna on 12 February to a closed 
audience and invited Wilders to speak. 

Their ploy failed. The Home 
Secretary banned Wilders, telling him 
in a letter: “your presence in the UK 
would pose a genuine, present and 
sufficiently serious threat to one of the 
fundamental interests of society ... 
your statements about Muslims and 
their beliefs, as expressed in your film 
Fitna and elsewhere, would threaten 
community harmony and therefore 
public security in the UK” 

Wilders is not alone in being banned 
on such grounds. Since 2005, around 


230 people, including Islamist hate 
preachers and the right-wing Israeli 
politician Moshe Feiglin, have been 
denied entry to the UK because they 
pose a threat to national security. 

Despite the ban, Wilders flew in to 
Heathrow airport accompanied by an 
army of photographers. He was 
detained, questioned and put on the 
next plane back to Amsterdam. 

Wilders seems intent on grabbing 
every opportunity to project himself 
internationally. After showing Fitna at 
the “Facing Jihad” conference in 
Jerusalem in December, his next stop 
was the European Parliament in 
Strasbourg, where his request to show 
the 17-minute film in the Parliament 
building was rejected. Wilders’ 
Freedom Party will contest the 
European election in June. 

Wilders, who appears to have been 
badly stung by his treatment at the 


hands of the British government, - 


lashed out at Prime Minister Gordon 
Brown, calling him “the biggest 
coward in Europe” and comparing the 
UK with Saudi Arabia. Although 


members of the Dutch government 
had tried to overturn the ban on his 
entry to the UK, Wilders brushed aside 
their efforts as “weak stuff”. 

The screening of Fitna at the House 
of Lords went ahead in Wilders’ 
absence, attended by about 30 people. 
Wilders is expected to visit Italy and 
the USA in the coming weeks,. 

However, the next media moment 
for the permanent “underdog’ will be a 
court appearance following the 
decision by the High Court in 
Amsterdam at the end of January that 
he can be prosecuted for inciting 
hatred and discrimination by his 
remarks in various media about 
Muslims and their beliefs. The court is 
also urging prosecution for his insults 
to Muslim believers because of the 
comparisons he made between Islam 
per se and Nazism. 

The High Court ruling was the 
result of complaints filed at the 
Public Prosecutor's office over earlier 
decisions not to prosecute Wilders. 
A lower court in Amsterdam will hear 
the trial. ~ 
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campaign 


The HOPE not hate campaign will be leading the fight against the 
BNP in the European elections. We are building a bottom up 
grassroots campaign to mobilise the majority of people who 
oppose the politics of hate. 

We cannot do this alone. To be successful we need thousands of 
people to get involved. We need local groups to be set up; union 
branches to commit to activity; volunteers to work in our office. 
This could be a year in which Nick Griffin takes a seat representing 
Britain in the European Parliament. Or it could be the year in which 
we stand against racism and intolerance, knocking the BNP back. 


ACTIVITY 

4 | would like to become a HOPE not hate activist 

ice | would like to set up a HOPE not hate group in my area 

# | would like to help organise a Student Sunday activity in my college 
ea | would like to get involved in Union Friday 

| | would like to volunteer some time to the HOPE not hate campaign 


| would like to donate os ae towards the HOPE not hate campaign 


* please make all cheques payable to ‘Searchlight’ 


DETAILS 
Name 
Email 
Group 
Address 
Nove) col=1¢ HOPE fate) a@ ar-1e=) 
material visit 
a RA WUVAWA ate) oX=laleltat-lceXe) ce RU] 
Return to: HOPE not hate, PO Box 1576 Ilford IG5 ONG fo) malate ROPA0 Actor sio)ol@) 
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